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President of the United States to give notice to | 
the British Government for the termination of that | 


rovision of the treaty allowing a joint occupa- | 


tion of the Oregon Territory. But Messrs. Ben- | 
ron and CHOATE having suggested that there was | 


puta small attendance of the Senate, he withdrew 
his motion, and gave notice that he would, on to- 
of that resolution. 
PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE. 
The engrossed bill, entitled ‘*An act for repair- 


ing and repaving a portion of Pennsylvania ave- | 


came up for consideration, and on the 
‘* Shall the bill pass ?”’ 
Mr. ALLEN demanded the yeas and nays; 


which were ordered and taken; and the bill passed _ 


by yeas 22, nays 7; as follows: 


mons, Sturgeon, White, and Woodbury—22. 


Hannegan, Semple, and Tappan—7. 
SWORD OF WASHINGTON, ETC. 
The joint resolution from the House, accepting 


the sword of Washington, and the staff of Frank- | 


lin, was read the third time, and passed. 
GEORGE DAVENPORT. 


The bill for the relief of George Davenport was 
taken up, as in Committee of the Whole; and, 
after a few remarks by Mr. SEMPLE in oppo- 


sition toit, and by Messrs. BREESE and KING | 


in its favor, it was reported to the Senate, and 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 


PENSION AGENTS, 


The bill making compensation to pension agents 
was taken up, as in Committee of the Whole, for 
consideration. 


nor could they obtain any without resorting to 
indirect means. 
them two per cent. on a certain amount, not to 


exceed, under any circumstances, $1,000; which | 


maximum, or less sum, was subject to the con- 


trol of the Secretary of the Treasury. He con- | 


sidered the bill indispensabte, and hoped it would 


8s, 
a HAYWOOD moved that the words “ five 
hundred’’ be substituted for ‘* one thousand.” 
He thought the charities of this Government 
should be more cheaply administered. 

Mr. BATES hoped the Senator from North 
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vailed on to accept the appointment of pension 
agent. He thought that public services ought to 
be paid for, to secure their faithful discharge. 
| The situation of pension agent was one of the 


( || most difficult and troublesome in the country; his 
morrow, press the motion to take up and dispose | 


duties, at the same time, were most praiseworthy, 
in paying off the national obligations to those 
' who earned them in the face of death and danger. 


introduced. 
Mr. HAYWOOD confessed that he had no 
hope, when he proposed the amendment, that it 


the reduction of salaries. He thought it would 
be no great curse to the country if bankers, bro- 


|| Kers, and citizens would refuse to act; and, by so 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Bagby, Barrow, Bates, Benton, 

Buchanan, Choate, Clayton, Dayton, Evans, Foster, Fran- || that would prevent imposition. 
N , Mille Ss - |] : : 

cis, Haywood, King, Manguin, Merrick, Miller, Rives, Sim- || that the pensioners were plundered by having to 


NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Atchison, Atherton, Breese, | 


doing, compel Government to adopt some system 
He contended 


pay such high fees to agents, and that they would 


|| be more benefited by receiving their pensions di- 
|| rect from the Treasury. He was for paying public 


|| the nation. 


| 


| 


i 


This bill proposed to allow to || 





Carolina would not insist on pressing his amend- | 


ment. 
was placed under the control of the Secretary of 
the Treasury, who would not grant it, unless to 
such individuals who proved themselves deserv- 
ing of it. 

Mr. BUCHANAN inquired from the Senator 
from Massachusetts if the pension agents were 
not, in most cases, presidents, directors, cashiers, 
or clerks of banks? 

Mr. BATES said, not in his State; for other 
States he was not prepared to answer. If it was 
the case or not, it might be presumed that the 
Secretary of the Treasury would take care not to 
allow the compensation where it was not deserved. 
In Massachusetts there was no bank director so 
employed; and there, where hundreds of thou- 
sands passed through pension agents’ hands, he 
did not think $1,000 too great a compensation. 

Mr. BUCHANAN was aware thata short time 
back there was a war raging in Philadelphia be- 


tween two banks, to see which would become the || 


epository of this fund; and it was fair to infer, 
that if there were no benefits to be derived from 
it, there would be no struggle betweenthem. He 
thought that when a benefit was derived to a bank 
by the holding of these deposits, from its servants 
or officers being pension agents, no compensation 

should be granted. 
Mr. BAGBY said, in Alabama the difficulty 
Was to get proper persons, connected or not con- 
with banks, to accept the trust. He knew 


He would perceive that the maximum || 





j 
| 


|| servants liberally; but he thought some stations 


should be left for those seeking no compensation, 


to them for disbursement; and, convinced of that, 
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an instance where, by strength of personal soli- || 
citation alone, a responsible person could be pre- || 
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to their bills, in which they were certain to pay 
at least all pension claims; and was to them, in 
every way, an advantage. In small States, or 


| where small deposits were made, payment, per- 


haps, ought to be allowed. He would, therefore, 
though very reluctantly, vote for the bill, provided 
the amendment of the Senator from North Caro- 
lina, reducing the maximum to $500, was agreed 


to. He knew the construction that would be 


| he felt assured that $500 was enough, if not too | 


| much. 

Mr. BATES thought the coming here of twenty 
| thousand men and ten thousand women, from all 
| parts of the United States, to get paid, would 


create a greater evil than could arise from their | 


| being paid at home by agents. And, as to the 
| extortion described, he could not speak for North 


| Carolina, but he could for Massachusetts. No | 


| State, nor, he believed, in any other. Ifitwasat 
| alt fair to give compensation for public services, 
| he thought this bill could not be objected to. 


| presidents of banks who were, some short time 
| back, and from aught he knew to the contrary, 
were stil] pension agents. i 


three or four weeks, and not for the duration of a 
ear. 





Mr. WOODBURY alluded to the number of | 


|| such cause of complaint could be made in that | 
Mr. BATES said, as the law now stood, there | 


wasnocompensation provided for pension agents, | 





D oe to the clause empowering the Secretary of 
| He would therefore vote for the bill as originally || 


| or without pretensions, would pester him with 


Var to allow the maximum. Every man, with 


claims for services rendered; and the end would 


| be, all would receive the highest amount allowed. 
|| would pass, forthe simple reason that it advocated || 


Mr. BAGBY said his only object was to see 


| adequate compensation provided for that class of 


officers to whom was confided the meritorious 
duty of paying what was so long withheld from 
the most deserving class of claimants—those who 
fought and bled for their country’s good. Tf it 
would remove the objections of the honorable 


| Senator from Pennsylvania, he was prepared to 
| add a clause to the bill, by way of amendment, 
| excluding all connected with banks, be the 
| idents, directors, or clerks. 


cy pres- 
He was willing to 


— “ a ane ore | go this far, although satisfied no such amendment 
; and who were willing to them for the good 0 


The proposed bill would not prevent | 
|| pension agents from using the money intrusted || 


was required. 

Mr. ALLEN offered an amendment that he had 
prepared, excluding all bank officers and bank 
stockholders from performing the office of pension 
agent. 

Mr. SIMMONS hoped that a latitude would 


| be given to the Secretary as to the sum to be paid 


where small deposits were made. 
Mr. FOSTER thought, from what he heard, 
that the Senate was in danger of falling into error. 


| In ‘Tennessee, neither bank nor private citizen 
| could be found willing to act as pensionagent. It 


was held by the Union Bank at Nashville, but 
thrown up four years ago, when it was given to 


| A most estimable citizen and worthy man, whose 


claim for compensation, for the last four years’ 


| services as pension agent, was now before Con- 
|| gress. 
| tic source, he believed that $1,500 would be little 
|| enough for the services of the agent at Nashville. 
Full nine tenths were | 
so; and that argued strongly that banks must | 
derive an interest from the appointment. He | 
thought $500 would be a sufficient allowance, and | 
as much as the Secretary of War might be dis- | 
|| posed to allow, as all the real expense would be 
| the payment of aclerk for three or four weeks; | 
|| and if a special agent was necessary, $500 would | 
| be still enough, as his services would be only for | 


From information from the most authen- 


Mr. BUCHANAN inquired what bank that 


agent kept his deposits in? 

Mr. FOSTER. In no bank, but in an iron 
chest in his house. He went on to show the ex- 
penses this gentleman was at in the execution of 


'| his duty, and its laborious nature, occupying his 


whole time; and went against the system of the 
cheapest labor being the best; and predicted that, 
responsible men not being found to act, Govern- 


|| ment would, in the end, suffer double from pur- 


was president of a bank, but the deposits were | 


not kept in that bank for the last four years; and, 
contrary to any benefit accruing to that bank, it 
lost by the appointment, as it paid $800 per year 
for the services of an efficient officer to attend alone 
to the pension business. 

Mr. DAYTON was in favor of the bill. He 
knew the labors of clerks, in attendirg to pension 
claims, were devoted for weeks before and after 
the day of payment; this was in the small State 
of New Jersey; and he knew further, that the 
labor was not confined to the clerk or clerks, but 
to the president, who, for days and weeks, was 


similarly engaged. The labor did not consist in 


ut to the examination of pension papers, letters 
| of attorney from all parts of the State, and seein 
| that they were fully and properly authenticated. 
He believed that the expense to pensioners of re- 
ceiving their pay through agents, amounted to 
about one dollar per head, being by far less than 
| they could in any other way obtain it—less than 
the postage wodt be on it from Washington to 
| where many of them resided. 


paying the sums awarded to those on the lists, | 
| 


|| suing at this moment a false economy. 
Mr. SIMMONS said the agent for Rhode Island | 


Mr. HAYWOODexplained, and said he would 
withdraw his amendment, so as to allow the ques- 


|| tion to be taken on the amendment offered by 


| 


} 


1] 
| of the bill asintroduced. Alabama, he confessed, 
|| was not so pure as North Carolina, as described 
| by the honorable Senator from that State; for, in 
|| Alabama, work paid for was always the best 


| 
j 


} 
| 
i 


| 
| 


| 


the Senator from Ohio; but wished it to be under- 
stood that he would renew it, be the fate of the 
other what it might. 

Mr. BAGBY repeated his arguments in favor 


performed. He was no advocate for nny connee- 
tion between Governmentand the banks; he was 
utterly against it; but the question was, who 
would do the duty best, men with or without 
pay? In the long run, gratuitous labor would 
be found to cost more than pension agents éver 
did or ever would. 

Mr. FOSTER said the pensioners resident in 
Tennessee amounted to nearly eighteen hundred 
—he believed the exact number was seventeen hun- 
dred and ninety-nine—two thirds of whom had 
to be paid in Nashville twice a year, making, for 
the year, three thousand six hundred payments. 


|| Now, he asked, was it to be expected that the 


Mr. BUCHANAN argued that it was desirable ! duty. of examining all the vouchers of claims, and 
| for banks to become the holders of Government || attending to the importunities of so many per- 


| deposits; it gave them, in the eyes of the people, 
| greater credit; it was a kind of national endorse- 
ment of their stability; gave a wider circulation 


| 
| 


sons, could be adequately rewarded by a salary 


of ? Many of those persons were ignoran 
poh nad rae & not a few like ‘uildson—ted 


ys ey 
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toute ol ‘requiring attention and kind boheiders | merely on ancdust af like holding stock ine bank. I Mr. BUCHA NAN wished to know fro 


ation; so that there was no estimating the time 
and trouble that had to he bestowed on them. He 
did not think even $1,500 salary would be more 
than sufficient for the daty required at such an 
agency as that at Nashville. 

Mr. BATES asked that the pending amend- 
ment (that submitted by the Senator from Ohio, 
Mr. Atien) be read. 

It was read, as follows: 

Provided, That thi« act shall not be construed to extend 
to any pension agent who may be, or who may becoiunc, an 
officer, ageut, or altoruey tor, or a director or a stockholder 
iu, any bank, or corporation having banking powers, or to 
any bank, of corporuion baving banking powers, wich 
may be, or may becoine, such pension agent. 


Mr. BATES observed that it seemed to him 
the amendment was not necessary even to attain 
the object the Senator who moved it had in view; 
for, as the bill stood, without that amendment, 
the Secretary of War would not make any com- 
pensation to banks acting as agents, when he 


considered the use of the Government money || that respect, would be upset; and some entirely | 


afforded them sufficient compensation. 

Mr, ALLEN remarked, thatas the banks never 
had received any direct compensation for acting 
AX pension agents, they would not be worse off 
than before, should the amendment be adopted, 
Now, there was a great difference between banks 
and individuals acting as agents. It is the busi- 
ness of banks to pay out money, and they keep 
their clerks and tellers for that purpose; there- 
fore, a few additional payments made daily by 
those offi ere, added very little to their labor; but 
an individual acting as pension agent would be 
differently circumstanced. It might be a very 
great inconvenience and detrim-nt to the busi- 
ness of an individual to leave his own affairs, 


and attend to an office exclusively set apart for | 
paying pensioners. ‘The banks already transact | 


the business for the use of the money, without 
other compensation. They would not be worse 
off, should the amendment prevail. If it did not 
prevail, they would have not only their gains by 
the use of the money, but the full salary allowed 
by the bill, His object was to prevent this. 

Mr, SIMMONS inquired if the amendment 
would not render the stockholders of any bank, 
and the counsel employed by any bank, ineligible 
to act as pension agent? 

Mr. ALLEN replied that if the amendment 
was adopted, no bank could be employed as pen- 
sion agent at a salary, nor could any officer of a 
bank, or stockholder. But banks might be made 
agents, as they are now, without other compen- 
sation than that which the 
of the public money placed with them on deposit 
to pay pensions. 


Mr. SIMMONS suggested that it might so | 
happen that an agent appointed in Ohio to pay || 


the pensioners in that State, would turn out to be 


derived from the use | 


a stockholder in some bank in New York; and | 
although there was no bank in Ohio which could | 
be influenced or benefited by his agency, he would | 
be ineligible to hold the office if this amendment 


prevailed. 
Mr. ALLEN remarked that the object was to 


cut off the possibility of banks resorting to any || 


indirect means of obtaining the salary in addition | 


to their present emoluments from the use of the || 
If the proviso were not so worded as to || 


money. 
exclude stockholders, a bank might say, we will 
cause one of our stockholders to be appointed 
pension agent, and then we wil! have both the 
salary and the money on deposit. Now, he wanted 


the banks to be left just as they are now—with | 
no other compensation than what they have for | 


acting as pension agents. It has proved a profit- 


able business to them, or they would not be so | 


anxious to have deposits of the public money. | 
The Senator seemed to think no one could be a | 
respectable man that was not a stockholder in 


some bank. 


any man to have anything to do with such insti- 
tutions. 


Mr. SIMMONS did not say that no man could 


be respectable that was not a stockholder in a. 
bank; what he did say was, that a stockholder in | 


a bank might be a most respectable person, well 
qualified to act as pension agent; and that he ought 
not to be excluded from such an appointment 





He could tell the Senator public sen- | 
timent was much changed about banks, and that | 
change would continue still more to their disad- | 
vantage, till it would be no longer respectable for | 


a ee ee 


| He trusted the amendment would not prevail. 


Mr. ALLEN contended that the amendment | 


would leave the relation between the Government 
and the banks just as it was before, He did not 
mean to say that every man connected with banks 
should be disqualified; but that the banks them- 
selves should not be allowed by any contrivance 
to increase the emoluments they already derive 
by acting as pension agents. 

Mr. SLM MONS observed that the Senator was 
right as to the banks being left on the same foot- 
ing which they stand upon at present. But his 
amendment precludes the selection of any man 
who is a stockholder in a bank, even when his 
agency would be far removed from any connec- 

| tion with a bank. 


Mr. DAYTON asked if he understood the Sen- || 


| ator from New Hampshire to say that nine tenths 
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| of the business of pension agencies had been car- | 
ried on by banks? If so, by adopting this amend- | 


| ment, the whole system of the Government, in 


new arrangement would have to be adopted. But 
he really did not see that the object of the Senator 
from Ohio would at last be accomplished. A 
bank desiring the deposit would have but to say, 
let such a person be appointed agent, and he will 
| make the deposit here, and everything will go on 
as before. 
Mr. WOODBURY replied, that heretofore there 
had been such a competition between banks to 


business fell into their hands. He did not ander- 
stand the amendment as intended to prevent the 


the Secretary of War. lts object was only to 
prevent banks getting the benefit of this bill in 
addition to that which they already derived from 
the use of the money. 

Mr. BATES said he had been informed by the 
Commissioner of Pensions that, at times, he ex- 
perienced extreme difficulty in obtaining agents 


sections of the country for want of Government 
| agents to transact business with pensioners. 


nications came from presidents of banks? 


Mr. BATES had not inquired. He asked the 


Senator from New Hampshire, how long before | 


the money had to be paid to the pensioners, were 


they formed nine tenths of the agencies employed ? 
Mr. WOODBURY replied that the Treasury 
Department remitted the money upon the requi- 
sition of the Secretary of War. It was he who 
made the arrangements with the banks. 
Mr. BATES asked, was it not within the Sen- 


the banks usuall 


had the use of the money? 


convenient to take so much from the Treasury, 
he had spoken with the Secretary of War on the 


was to be made six months before the payment 
was required. In some instances, the deposits 
were made subject to the order of the Treasury, 
and sometimes to the credit of the agency. 

Mr BAGBY said he was in favor of the amend- 
ment, but was not quite clear that it did not go 
too far in excluding stockholders. He should 


holders.”’ 

Mr. BAYARD inquired if the bill, without any 
amendment, did not leave it discretionary with 
the Secretary of War to employ banks as agents; 
and if he did, to decide whether the use of the 


enough or not? 
money was considered by him as sufficient com- 
pensation, he would, as a matter of course, not 
make any further allowance. If the sum was only 
small, and the use of it not sufficient compensa- 
tion, he could estimate how far it did compensate; 
and, if more allowance was necessary, he had the 
discretion to make it. There could be no neces- 
| sity, therefore, for the amendment. 


become pension agents, that nine tenths of the | 


arrangement being continued when preferred by | 


to make the necessary payments to pensioners, | 
Several communications had been addressed to || 
the Senate, from persons acting as pension agents, || 
/ and also from others, pointing out the inconve- || 
niences experienced by pensioners in different | 


Mr. WOODBURY inquired if those commu- | 


the deposits left in the hands of the banks when | 


ator’s knowledge in some way or other, how long | 


Mr.WOODBURY replied that upon occasions, | 
when he was in the office of Secretary of the | 
Treasury, in which it happened that it was in- || 


subject, and learned that, by the arrangement | 
with some of the banks, the remittance of money | 


therefore move to strike out the work ‘‘ stock- | 


money deposited with them gave compensation | 





_____ {February 20, 





| Senator from Rhode Island, who paid the sau 

ear to the person acting as pension agent jy 1), 
| State? because, if the Secretary of War had ,_ 
thority to appoint and pay an agent, then th. 
could be no occasion for this bill at al}, Z- 

Mr. SIMMONS replied, that when the ja, 
then had Government deposits, which mad» , 
agency of some consequence, they appointed 4)... 
person, ata salary of $800, to transact the avene,. 
but even after, when it was a loss to them ; 
continued the agency at that salary, 

Mr. WOODBURY remarked that there woo 
several cases in which the agency had been . 

, continued after the Government deposits Were 

withdrawn. If no banks could be found to trans. 

act the agency as heretofore, or it was Necessary 

to pay them in order to get the business done. |, 

| would be willing to go against the amendmen. 
but he believed the competition of the banks woy|4 
leave the same opportunity of employing them 

/as heretofore; and that the amendment shoy\i 
therefore prevail, to effect the object which the 
Senator from Ohio had in view. 

Mr. SIMMONS remarked that the bank jp 
Rhode Island complained that it could no longer 
be at the expense of $800 to keep up the pension 
agency. 

Mr. BUCHANAN considered the whole ques. 
tion ina nut-shell. All seemed to be willing to 
employ individual agents, and pay them for their 
services. No one seemed desirous of paying 

| banks, which, by deposits, make far more money 
| than the salaries allowed by the bill. Now, there 
| was one thing certain, that, if the bill was passed, 
any bank acting as agent would, in addition to 
the emoluments from deposits, receive the $1 (i) 
salary. He was not less disposed than the Sen- 
| ator from Delaware to give his confidence to the 
| present Secretary of War; but did anybody ever 
rear of a discretionery power being given by an 
| act of Congress to go up to a certain salary, that 
it was not acted upon tothe full extent? He cited 
the case of the diplomatic salaries, which it was 
| said should not each exceed $9,000 for the first 
class, and $9,000 outfit; but did any one ever 
hear of any minister being paid only $8,000, or 
even $8,999? The effect of the bill would be to 
pay the utmost salary which it allowed, in all in- 
| Stances, to banks as well as to individuals em- 
ployed as pension agents. ; 

Mr. BATES remarked that the compensation 
cannot exceed two per cent. on the funds dis- 
bursed; but if the percentage goes beyond the 
|| sum named as salary, the compensation is to stop 
| at that sum. ° 
| Mr. BUCHANAN understood that. But to 
| the banks, two per cent. would go far beyond 
(|, $1,000. Whatsoever extent of allowance the bill 
|| permits, that will be the minimum allowance. 
|| Once the authority is given, the banks can easily 
| refuse to take the agency, unless they are made 

the full compensation authorized by the bill. 
| Mr. WOODBURY explained a difference (as 
| to the mode of ascertaining the number of pen- 
sioners in each State) between him and the Sen- 
ator from Delaware; showing that the actual num- 
| ber was best known by the payments made. 

Mr. TAPPAN called for the yeas and nays on 
the amendment. 

Mr. FOSTER inquired of the Chair what was 
the then condition of the bill ? é 

The PRESIDING OFFICER replied that t 
_ was in Committee of tne Whole for amendment, 
| the question pending being on the amendment ot 
the Senator from Alabama, [ Mr. Baasy,] tostrike 
out the word ‘ stockholder’’ from the amend- 
ment offered by the Senator from. Ohio, {Mr. 
ALLEN. ] 

As Mr. Tappan’s call for the yeas and nays 
was not intended to apply to the amendment to 
|| the amendment, the question was taken on Mr. 
| Bacsy’s motion to strike out the word * stock- 
| holders;’’ and it was carried in the affirmative. | 
| The question then recurring on Mr. ALLENS 


» ie y 


} 
| 
| 


If the use of a large sum of || amendment as amended, the yeas and nays were 


| ordered, and resulted—yeas 15, nays 15; as fol- 
lows: 

| YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Atchison, Atherton, Bagby, Ben- 
| ton, Breese, Buchanan, Fairfield, Hannegan, Haywood, 
|| King, Semple, Tappat., Woodbury, and Wright—1o. 

| NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Choate, 
| Clayton, Dayton, Evans, Foster, Francis, Huntingtov; Man- 
um, Miller, Simmons, and White—lo, 


|| So the amendment was rejected. 
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Mr. HAYWOOD renewed his motion to strike || Bacsy yesterday, was taken up; and, after a 


out $1,000,” and insert * $500”’ salary. 


hich were ordered. 
"The question was then taken on Mr. Hay- 
woop’s motion; and decided in the negative— 
yeas 14, nays 16; as follows: 

yEAS—Messrs. Allen, Atchison, Atherton, Benton, 
Breese, Buchanan, Fairfield, Hannegan, Haywood, King, 
Sempl?, ‘Tappan, Woodbury, aud Wright—14. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Bagby, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, | 
Choate, Clayton, Dayton, Evans, Foster, Francts, Hunt- | 
ington, Mangum, Miller, Simmons, and White—16. | 


So the amendment was rejected. 


The bill was then reported back to the Senate; 
and the question was put on ordering the bill to | 
be engrossed for a third reading. 

On this question Mr. ALLEN demanded the 

eas and nays; which were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted in the affirmative—yeas 17, nays 
12; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Bagby, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Choate, Clayton, Dayton. Evans, Foster, Francis, Wender- 
son, King, Mangum, Miller, Sinmons, and White—17. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Atehixon, Atherton, Benton, 
Breese, Buchanan, Fairtield, Haunegan, Haywood, Sem- 
ple, Tappan, and Wright— 12. 


So the bill was ordered to be engrossed for a | 
third reading. | 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER read a commu- | 
nication from the President of the United States, 
inclosing a letter from the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, submitting a report of the Commissioner of 
the Land Office, with accompanying papers, in | 
compliance with the resoluuon of the Senate, 
showing the unauthorized fees of certain land 
officers. | 

On motion of Mr. ATCHISON, the report was | 
ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. MILLER, the Senate ad- 


journed ; 


| 
iaaoahaeeh | 
IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, February 21, 1844. 


Mr. SEVIER presented a memorial from sun- | 
dry citizens of Arkansas, praying for the estab- | 
lishment of Fort Wayne; which was referred to 
the Conamittee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. STURGEON presented a petition from | 
citizens of Crawford county, Pennsylvania, ask- | 
ing a reduction of the rates of postage, and that | 
newspapers may be allowed to go free of postage 
to all parts of the county; which was referred to | 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. | 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Finance, | 
reported back, without amendment, the bill to 
authorize the payment of equitaile commissions | 
to the agents or attorneys of persons in whose | 
favor awards have been made ander three several | 
treaties between the United States and certain | 
foreign Powers, which awards have been retained 
inthe Treasury in payment of debts due to the | 
United States. 

Also, from the same committee, to which had | 
been referred numerous memorials upon the sub- | 
ject, reported a bill providing for the remission of 
duty on railroad iron; which was read, and or- 
dered to a second reading. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, from the committee on | 
Military Affairs, to which had been recommitted 
the bill for the relief of Mark Sympson, reported 
the same back, without amendment, and with a 
recommendation that it do not pass. 


SLAVE TRADE. 


The following resolution, submitted by Mr. | 


Arcuer yesterday, was taken up, and agreed | 
to: 


Resolved, That the President be requested to communi 
Cate to Congress, as far as he considers consistent with the 
public interest, any information which may have reached 
the Government, from its accredited agents, tending to | 
show any use of the flag of the United States, in subservi- | 


ence to the African slave trade, and in violation of the laws 
or policy of the Government. Also, any correspondence 
which may have taken place between this Governmentand 
the minister of Portugal in relation to the taking away of 
slaves, the property of Portuguese subjects, from the terri- | 
tories of that Power, in vessels owned or employed by citi- 
zens of the United States. 


DEFENSE OF MOBILE. 
The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 


|| few remarks enforcing the necessity of its passage, 


Mr. ATCHISON called for the yeas and nays; | 


was adopted: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be instructed to 


|| cause a survey and estimate to be made of the practicability 
|| and expense of erecting a fortification on the east side of 
|; Dauphin Island, adequate to the defense of the city and 








harbor of Mobile. 


AMENDMENT OF THE CONSTITUTION. 


The joint resolution introduced by Mr. Tap- 
PAN yesterday, proposing to amend the Constitu- 
tion of the United States so as to limit the term 
of office of the judges of the supreme and inferior 
courts of the United States, so as to make them 
elligible for seven years or during good behavior, 
was read the second time; and, 

On motion of Mr. TAPPAN, made the special 
order of the day for the second day of March 
next, 

HEIRS OF GEORGE GATES. 


The adverse report of the Committee on Rev- 


| olutionary Claims, ia the case of the heirs of 
| George Gates, was taken un; and, 


On motion of Mr. ARCHER, laid on the table. 
CONSULAR SYSTEM. 


Mr. SEMPLE, on leave, introduced a bill to 
remodel the consular system of the United States. 

Mr. S. remarked, on introducing the bill, that 
he had delayed the introduction of it longer than 
he had intended at the time he gave notice of his 
intention to submit such a bill. The delay was 
owing, in some measure, to the want of informa- 
tion as to the present actual situation of our con- 
sularestablishment; information which was called 
for by a resolution adopted by the Senate at his 
instance sume time age. A response had not yet 
been made to that resolution. The consequence 
was, that he was compelled to leave two important 
omissions or blanks in the first section of the bill 
—that was, the numberof consuls to be supported, 
and the compensation they were toreceive. The 
information desired would, in all probability, be 
furnished in a week or ten days, when the blanks 
could be filled. Hethoughtit most advisable, in 
the mean time, to introduce the bill, to have it 
printed and published to the country, and to delay 
action upon it until Senators had had sufficient 
time to examine the subject thoroughly, thatthey 
might suggest such alterations and amendmenis 
as would tend to make the bill more perfect. As 
the shipping merchants are more interested in a 
reform of the consular system than any other 
portion of the community, Mr. S. suggested the 
propriety of printing an extra number of the bill 
for distribution to those more immediately inter- 
ested in the subject—the merchants. ‘There might 
be some among them who would feel sufficient 
interest in the subject to suggest alterations in 
the present system. They (the Senate) had re- 
cently received a memorial from the Board of 
Commerce of New York, praying for the appoint- 


| ment of consuls in China, to be paid by regular | 
| salaries instead of fees, and prohibited from en- 


gaging in commerce. He agreed in opinion with 
that board; and it would be seen that the bill pro- 
vided for the very thing asked for. In making 
laws for the regulation of our foreign commerce, 


| he was decidedly of the opinion that the sug- 


gestions of the merchants engaged in such com- 
merce should have great weight with Congresy. 


| The greater part of the bill was nothing more 


than acollection of the existing laws forming and 


regulating the consular establishment, combined | 
| with the instructions given to the consuls by | 


the Secretary of State, with some trifling altera- 


| tions, which he would take occasion to explain 
when the bill came up for consideration, He) 


would also take occasion, at the proper time, to 


reasons which induced him to wish the adoption 
of the important changes proposed by the bill— 


well calculated to increase the commerce and 
wealth of the country—by affording more ample 
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protection to all; instead of being rivals in trade 
—rivals who often undermine and destroy the 
interests of the American merchant, instead of 
protecting and fostering them. 

The bill was then read, and ordered to be print- 
ed; and, on motion of Mr. SEMPLE, five han- 
dred copies extra were ordered to be printed for 
distribution. 

ALEXANDER 8S. MACKENZIE. 

On motion of Mr. TAPPAN, it was 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be directed to 
report to the Senate a copy of the proceedings of the court 
of inquiry in the case of Alexander Slidell Mackenzie. 

B. P. SMITH. 

The adverse report of the Committee on Pen- 
sions, in the case of B. P. Smith, was concurred 
in by the Senate. 

GE 'RGE DAVENPORT. 
Anengrossed bili for the relief of George Dav- 
enport, of Rock Is'and, in the State of Hlinois, 

was read the third time, and passed. 


LAND CLAIMS IN MISSISSIPPI. 


An engrossed bill entitled ** An act to confirm 
and survey the location of claims to land in the 
State of Mississippi, east of Pearl river and south 


of 31° of north latitude,’ was taken up, read the 
| third time, and passed. 


On motion of Mr. WOODBURY, at the solici- 
tation of Mr. Haywoop, the vote on its passage 
was reconsidered, to enable that Senator to point 
out some objections to the bill, 

Mr. HAY ‘VOOD said these bounty bills were 
not readily understood; and to judge by the faeil- 
ity with which they passed, be feared they were 
not enough eared for, Without professing an in- 
timate arquaintance with the subject of our land 
laws, he had yet felcita duty to look into it when 
ever such bills were proposed. He had no partic- 
ular prejudices nor parvalities about this one, but 
he had learned enough about it to be satisfied that 


| it ought not to pass; and his duty to make that 
£ | ) 


known to the Senate could not be compromised, 

Mr. H. said that all the ** claims’’ referred to 
in this bill were gifts, donations, gratuities, from 
the United States to settlers who were in posses- 
sion on that part of Mississippi south of 31° north 
latitude when Spain ceded to the United States, 
That if this were not the case with all, as he be- 
lieved the fact to be, it was certainly true as to @ 
iarger part of them, 

These settlers were introduced into our family 
along with the territory; and they besought the 
Goveroment to allow them their possessions, to 
let them keep their homes; alleging that the Gov- 
ernment from which the United States had de- 
rived utle would have done so. Upon these ap- 
peals being made to the humanity of the United 
States, Congress did give to the setilers their 
homes, by passing laws declaring thatthe United 
States relinquished to them the places or settle- 
ments they vceupied, and appointed commisaion- 
ers to adjudicate their claims. Congress did not 
give toeach claimant six hundred and forty acres. 
They gave to each settler his possession, his im- 
provements, &c., not to exceed six hundred and 
forty acres, ‘To escape all appearance of future 
liability, they only relinquished. These settlers 
were all south of 319 of latitude. The Indians 
then had ttle and possession north of that lati- 
tude. 


What next? Congress had passed laws ap- 


| pointing commissioners to adjudicate those claims 


to settlements ** south of 31° of worth latitude,” 
Those commissioners sat at the expense of the 


| nation, and reported the identical claims referred 


|| veys were not made in pro 
|| sistency in the law and the rules of the Land 


protection to ourenterprising merchants. It would || 


add to the honor and credit of the pemeny by 
well 


iving, as consuJs, men well qualified an 


isposed to represent the Government, and to | 


make the consular agents what they should be— 


- ij Office. 
changes which he thought susceptible of demon- || 
stration; that, while they would add little or noth- | 


ing to the net expenses of the system, would be | 


to in the bill then before the Senate. Congress 


| confirmed these reports, and ordered surveys to 
urge upon the consideration of the Senate the || 


be made, and the donations to be laid off aceord- 
ing to law aud the established rules of the Land 
The surveyor bad, it seemed, proceeded 
to make the survey, and the claimants were in 
possession, as they have been ever since—for 
some ten or fifteen years, or more; but these sur- 
r form; some incon- 


Office had interposed obstacles to the issuing of 
graits. 

Mr. H. proceeded to explain these defects at 
some length, but said that 1 did net matter what 
the formal defect was, the claimants were welcome 


agents of the Government to administer impartial || to have them confirmed. He did not object; no 
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body objected to that; that if they were satisfied overlapping others; that they were very erro- 
to have the surveys stand as they were, the Sen- | neous. The settlers, however, were willing to 


ator from Mississippi (Mr. Henpognson] had as- 
signed a good reason why the Senate should not 
object to that, which was, that the lands south of 
31° of latitude were so sandy and sterile that they 
were not worth the cost of a resurvey. 

But this object was fully answered by the first 
and second sections of the bill. Why had the 
third and fourth sections, particularly the proviso 
to the latter, been inserted? If it was a mistake, 
it should be corrected. If done on purpose, that 
purpose should be explained, and the Senate could 
act with open eyes. The third section of the bill 
provided that where the survey does not contain 
six hundred and forty acres net, for the deficiency 
a new warrant should issue. Now that was a 
new gift, for which there was neither justice nor 
equity. It could not be pretended that because 
the United States * donated ” to settlers their 
homes, not exceeding six hundred and forty acres, 
that where it turned out the settlers were too thick 
to get the full complement of six hundred and 
forty acres, that therefore they had a claim upon 
this Government for the deficiency—that such a | 
proposition was absurd. He believed the Senate | 
did not see this purpose when they ordered the | 
bill to a third reading. 

Mr. LL. said that, however bad it was, that was 
not the worst part of this bill. The new gift for | 
the deficiency was to become a float-warrant, to 
be located anywhere in the land district—not below | 
the thirty-first degree of lntitude, where the lands | 
were **so sterile and sandy as not te be worth 
surveying’’—but anywhere in the Augusta land 
district; and that in that district there were, and | 
would soon be, the best lands in Mississippi, 
“subject to entry;’’ and that, of course, they | 
would be liable to be taken up by these new dona- | 
tive floats. 

But it was worse yet. All settlers heretofore, 
where their claims or possessions lapped, had 
been obliged to divide the lap—each one taking but 
half of what both surveys covered. This was the 
general law—the established land law and practice 
of the Land Office. Yet the fourth section of this 
bill contained a provision authorizing either of 
them, * below the thirty first degree of latitude,’’ 
to relinquish his whole survey—to abandon his 
six hundred and forty acres of * sterile, sandy 
soil”’—and take anew warrant, (a land float, they 
called it,) to be located anywhere in the land dis- 
trict—viz: to be located upon the rich and valua- 


' 
i 
} 


have the surveys confirmed so as to secure their 
titles. This bill provided for their confirmation; 
and, at the same time, provided that, ifany of the 
claims fall short to an amount exceeding forty 
acres, the claimants shall have the privilege of 


locating in that land district sufficient to make up | 


the deficiency. It was the intention of the law 
of 1813, he contended, to give the settlers six 
hundred and forty acres, and not less. The ob- 
jection of the Senator from North Carolina as to 
the privilege of selecting lands anywhere in the 
district, was not well grounded. 
could not operate as a float to cover rich lands 
below 31°, for there was no land below that de- 
gree subject to sale by private entry. 


an Opportunity to examine the bill critically; and 
he was not prepared to vote for it. He supposed 
there were other gentlemen in the same predica- 
ment; and, with a view to afford an opportunity 
for an examination of its provisions, he moved 
to lay the bill on the table. 

Mr. HENDERSON interposed objections to 
that course. But, 

Mr. PHELPS insisting on his motion, the 
question was put, and it was agreed to. 


PENSION AGENTS. 


Engrossed bill making compensation to pen- 
sion agents was read the third time, and passed. 


OREGON. 


Mr. SEMPLE said he gave notice yesterday 
that he would, to-day, call up the resolution 
directing the President of the United States to 
give notice to the British Government for the 
termination of that provision of the treaty allow- 
ing a joint occupation of the Oregon Territory. 
But since that time he had been informed that one 
of the honorable Senators from Massachusetts 
desired to debate the tariff question. Being dis- 
posed to accommodate, in every manner he could, 
he would not press the motion he indicated yes- 
terday; but would waive it with the understand- 
ing that it should be taken up to-morrow. 


THE TARIFF—THE COMPROMISE ACT. 


On motion of Mr. EVANS, the Senate re- 
sumed the consideration of the resolution of the 
Committee on Finance, for the indefinite postpone- 





ment of the bill introduced by Mr. McDurrir, | 
to reduce the rates of duties under the present || 


ble fresh lands of Mississippi north of the thirty- || tariff to the standard of the compromise act, on 


first degree of latitude, which either were in mar- || the ground that the Senate had no constitutional | 
ket or would soon be open for entry. | ri 


He would continue || 


Against this he protested. 


to resist such measures. He repeated, that he 


feltas ready as any man to confirm the past bounty | | 


of the Government; but there was not the shadow | 


of a claim to the privileges and pretenses set up | 


in the third and fourth sections. 

The “settlers’’—the **poor settlers’’—had been 
quieted in their possessions fifteen or twenty years | 
ago. Judging by experience and observation in 
like cases, it was probable these settlers had long | 
since sold out for a trifle their chances for ** defi- 
ciencies,’’ to another class of gentlemen called | 


apeculators, and they would be more benefited by || 


this bill than any one else. That, however, was | 
only a conjecture. ‘hat, whether settlers or spe- | 
culators, they had no sort of claim to a new do- | 
nation in another and richer section of the State | 
of Mississippi; and that was sufficient to convince | 
the Senate that, unless this bill is amended, it | 
ought nottopass. Mr. H. said he had presented | 
the facts as he had found them to be upon inves- | 
tigation. The Senate now knew them. Hisduty | 
wasdischarged. Letthe Senate doas they rt f 





ght to originate such a bill. 
Mr. BATES purposed to present to the Sen- 
ate, in as brief a manneras possile, his views of 


the protective system, and to obviate, as far asin | 


his power lay, the objections urged by those op- 
posed to its policy. As this question excited 
more particular attention in Massachusetts, it 
would be deemed discourteous on his part if he 
suffered it to pass without paying to it his re- 
spects. He regretted that the honorable Senator 
from New Hampshire could not conclude his 


very elaborate speech, which, without intention | 


on the part of that gentleman, was both deceptive 
and illusive, without favoring the people of Mas- 


sachusetts with an admonition, which he assured | 
| him would, from that people, meet all the respect | 


to which it was entitled. He did not approve of 
his (Mr. Woopsury’s] taste in informing the 


Senate that the people of New Hampshire were | 


patriotic, energetic, enterprising, and had shed 
their blood in defense of their country during the 
last war. This had no connection with anything 
before the Senate; but if it was intended by it to 
convey to the Senate that Massachusetts did not 


and he was contented. He would say no more || do likewise, it was indeed bad in taste and spirit. 


at present. 


| What facts would bear out the latter assumption ¢ 


r. HENDERSON replied at much length, || None. While New Hampshire sent into the field 
contending that the bill was not liable to the ob- | less than five thousand men, Massachusetts sent 


aes urged by the Senator from North Caro- 
ina. He maintained that the settlers there pos- 
sessed grants under Spain before that country 
belonged to the United States; but when the law 
of 1813 was passed, permitting them to occupy 
each a quantity not exceeding six hundred and 
forty acres, they abandoned their grants under 
Spain, because they found it easier to locate under 
that law than establish their original grants. ‘Phe 
survey then made, he showed by maps he held | 
in big hand, were very irregular—some claims | 


thirty-eight thousand, counting each time evéry 
individual who was engaged in action. Massa- 
| chusetts had, during that war, six hundred miles 
of sea-coast to defend, while New Hampshire had 
not more than ten or fifteen miles. As to the 


regular army, New Hampshire supplied one regi- | 


ment of fifteen hundred men, while Massachu- 
setts sent forth six thousand. It was the sailors 
of Massachusetts who fought the ** Guerriere.”’ 
it was ihe sailors of Massachusetts who fought 
| with McDonough on Lake Champlain. So far, 








The privilege | 


Mr. PHELPS remarked that he had not had || 





nena ne 


| then, for the part Massachusetts took jp 4... 
i ls in that 
|| struggle. But if the statement of the honorab 
i Senator was Only intended to allude toa diffe é 
| ence of opinion between the Governor of Meigs 
chusetts and the President of the United 


| : , tateg 
_ he, for one, could not highly appreciate the m,' 
tives of the honorable Senator in reviving th. 

5 ~ 


subject. 
| Mr. B. proceeded to pass a high eulogium » 
the then Governor, than whom a better man he 
| never knew. , 

The honorable Senator from South Caroling 
| passing over Delaware, Pennsylvania, New Joy. 

sey, New York, and scarcely touching at Cop. 
necticut, knocked loudly (not to say rudely) a1 
_ the door of Massachusetts, and branded her ag q 
|| robber and a plunderer. He accused her of hay. 
ing pocketed his money—the fruits of his earp. 
_ings. Massachusetts had but little money; byt 
what little she had was dug from the hard earth 

by the labor of her hands, or fished, amid the 
perils of the stormy deep. It was the produce of 
the labor of her women and children—the fruits 
_ of the lamp-lit toils of her mechanics, or the earn. 
| ings of her sailors from zone to zone. What little 
| she had was accounted for by the habits of jp. 
dustry and economy of her children; but she had 
| not sufficient to justify the assumption that she 
| obtained it by fraudulent means—much less such 
|| an assumption as came from the Senator from 
|| South Carolina. If she has wealth, how has she 
|| got it? It will be answered, by the protective 
i 


| 


| system—a system which the honorable Senator 
| dignifies with the title of infernal. Whether in- 
|| fernal or otherwise, he best knows; for in his own 
|| State—in South Carolina—did that system first 
| originate. If a monster, it was one engendered 
| in and crawling from the stagnant pools of South 
| Carolina, and bearing the palmetto stamp. Mr, 
|| B. here went into statistical details, showing that 
|| the acts of 1816 and 1824, which increased the 
|| duties on all necessaries, were carried by the open 
| support of southern members—many articles, un- 
| der those bills, varying ad valorem from seventy- 
|| five to ninety per cent.—and then asked who 
| planted the minimum of those acts. Not Massa- 
| chusetts; for out of fourteen Representatives, one 
| only could be found to vote for the bill of 1824. 
That act was considered as settling the policy of 
| the Government; and investments were forthwith 
/ made in the woolen manufacture; but scarcely 
was that done, when an act of Parliament was 
passed in England taking away a great portion 
of the benefit destined by the bill of 1824 for our 
manufactures. The consequence was, in 1526 
and 1827, those who had sunk their capital came 
to Congress asking modifications in the bill of 
1824; and from this, the measure advocated and 
passed by southern members, resulted the tariff. 
He asked, did it not amount to the supremacy of 
assurance to denounce Massachusetts as the ori- 
gin of a system which was maile law against her 
will and desire ? 
| In 1824 he differed in opinion with his friends; 
but when the war ceased in Europe, and on land 
|| and sea they were permitted, by a general peace, 
to pursue their avocations unmolested, then the 
harvest of our carrying trade was at an end. 
There was no market for the labor of our popu- 
lation; and it became imperatively necessary to 
enlarge the basis of industry, and to stop the ide 
of emigration to the West, which was carrying 
with it capital of men and money. To do this, 
it then became necessary to establish a protective 
system; and that it was productive of the most 
beneficial effects to all, he was prepared to main- 
tain. Labor, it was agreed, is the source of all 
| wealth; and it follows that a nation, to be rich, 
| 








must work—not merely in sections or portions, 
but she must exert her whole physical abilities. 
No member of the body must remain inactive. 
| Her men, women, and children must labor be- 
neath the heat of the sun, and amid the winters 
|| cold; in fair weather and foul; by the light of day, 
, and by the lamp of night; by the aid of the me- 
| chanic arts, and by the power of steam and water. 
| Nothing must be left undone that will draw the 
| advantages arising from partition of labor, that 
brightens the toils of industry by the prospect 0 
|| immediate and liberal reward. ‘This admitted, it 
|| became necessary to enlarge and diversif the 
| basis of industry, so as to leave no idle hands, no 
| idle hours in the country, and this only can be 
done by the introduction of manufactures. It 





| 
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cannot be accomplished by agricultural or mere | 
mechanical pursuits—the latter depending only | 
on the supply required for set customers, and the 
former limited to the employment of but few. A 
country without a capital sunk for the encourage- 
ment of labor, leaves those seeking it without 
rospect of liberal reward; without that prospect, 
there can be no market; and without protection, 
there will be no capital. Some allow that the pro- 
tective system was required while our manufuc- | 
tures were in their infancy; and ask why now, 
when those manufactures are established,do you | 
require its continuance? He replied, to those 1 
inquiries, that it was now wanted as much as be- | 
fore. It was wanted to give security, stability, | 
and safety to business. It was not wanted to | 
enhance the price of the article manufactured, but | 
it was wanted to secure the price of labor. He 
asked—on the supposition that Texas grew more 
cotton than was required for the supply of the | 
English market, and that this country was lim- | 
ited in her productions as she was in manufac- | 
tured articles—would it be safe to remove the duty || 
of three cents on raw cotton imported? Would || 
not Texas, finding, by war or otherwise, her | 
market interrupted, throw her surplus in here? | 
And would not the effect be ruinous to the planter? | 
He argued, that taking off the protective duties } 
from agricultural produce would be the means of | 
inundating our markets with the products of for- | 
eign countries, and instanced the large importa- 1 
tions in 1842, viz: oats, 25,782 bushels; wheat, || 
48,882 bushels; cheese, 77,000 pounds; with but- | 
ter and beef in still larger proportions; and, above || 
all, cotton, of which there were, in that year im- | 
ported not less than 5,384,000 pounds. All those |) 
articles were the produce of planters and farmers, 
imported in a few months before the tariff became 
a law; and, if the protective duties on these arti- | 
cles were now removed, it would be impossible 
to foretell the fatal consequences that mustensue | 
to the farmers and planters of the country. 

Man, in day-time, walked with a firm, erect, 
and confident step; but, in the darkness of night 
he advanced with doubt and caution; so was it 
with the march of industry; it advanced rapidly | 
and with confidence under the shade of the pro- | 
tective system—a system which gave to the cap- | 
italist confidence to invest his funds; and, by || 
doing sv, to enlarge the field of labor, and secure | 
stability to that labor. The Senator from New | 
Hampshire does not say there is harm in three || 
cents duty on every pound of raw cotton, or of 
twenty-five cents on every bushel of wheat im- 
ported, but he says it is useless. The same ob- | 
jection may be taken to a sea-wall, which is of | 
no use while the ocean remains calm and within 
her bounds, but which is of essential service || 
when the ocean becomes infuriated by the storm; | 
orto a shield, which is useless until you are as- | 
sailed, and then becomes your preservation and | 
defense, The protective system was as a fence | 
round a field of wheat; it did not cause the wheat 
togrow higher or heavier; it did not increase it 
in value; but it gave the owner a feeling of se- | 
curity and confidence against the trespassers to 
whose visits his property would otherwise be |, 
subject. i] 





Much had been said, and much prejudice ex- | 
cited, against manufacturers, on account of the | 
enormous profits said to arise from their invested 

capital; but he would state to the Senate, and || 
wished it to go forth to the community, so that | 
those who knew the facts could judge whether 
he was right or wrong, that the capital invested 
in cotton manufactures in this country, since 


| 


| the last-named article six hundred thousand bar- 


| each other, from whence was sent to all branches 
| of the country the produce of Ohio and Michigan; 


| so might it further be argued that the life of the 
|, student was not as healthy as that of the farmer, 
| nor the farmer as that of the savage. || On this ground, then, it was that the friends of 
The Senator from New Hampshire expressed || 


swer given, he repeated his question, what was | 
the highest interest now received by any person 


| having capital embarked in cotton manufacturing ? 


Mr. BATES did not know what any particular 
factory was making, and was consequently un- 
prepared to answer the question. It was one, 
however, of no importance, as the document he 
had read from the honorable Mr. Appleton, of 
Boston, was a piece of evidence sufficient to set 
the whole question at rest forever; forif Lowell, 


so highly favored in every respect, falls short of 
| SIX per cent., what must be the situation of fac- 


tories not enjoying the same advantages? The | 
beneficial effects of the protective system were | 
felt by the capitalist but in a trifling Sena Its | 
great advantages were felt in its immense results || 
on the country at large; in the erection of facto- || 
ries, surrounded by dwelling-houses, which grew | 
into villages, and thence to towns; in the employ- 
ment of mechanics of every denomination; in the 
creating of markets for every description of farm 
produce, including timber; in the occupation of 
operatives not confined, as described, to a few 
men, but to thousands of men, women, and chil- 
dren. Mr. B. here enumerated the different 
branches on which women and children were 
employed, and drew a flattering picture of the 
happiness enjoyed in the manufacturing portions 
of the country from the industrious habits of the | 
people. 

He alluded to the public benefit arising from 
the number employed as agents, superintendents, 
clerks, porters, and servants; but, above all, the 
advantages arising from the protective system, 
stood forth in bold relief—the immense markets 
it created for agricultural produce, particularly | 
wool, cotton, sugar, and flour—Boston taking of 


relsin one year. Neither were those advantages 
confined to the cities or large towns. All along 
the line of the Great Western railroad were to be 
found depots at distances of twenty miles from 


thus extending the benefits of the system to the 
utmost limits of the United States. There was 
not a spindle turned in Massachusetts that did 
not confer a benefit on the South; neither was 
there a bale of cotton or a cane raised in the 
South that did not confer a benefit to the North. 
The benefits were universal. 

Before the tariff, labor was dead; tools remained 
in the field unhandled; but the tariff once a law, 
no race-horse ever bounded on his course with || 
greater spirit than did the working population. 
But now, in mid career, the honorable Senator | 
would stop the race to adjust some useless, trifling || 
buckle on the harness. As to the moral effects, || 
nothing was so great a preventive of vice as in- | 
dustrious habits. Children under fifteen years 
of age, employed in factories, were schooled for | 





three months in the year; and, although it might | 
be argued that any employment in a factory was 
not calculated to develop or strengthen the phys- 
ical abilities so much as agricultural occupations, 


himself strongly as to the commercial and navi- | 
gating interests of his State, and gave a very im- 
pressive description of the ills inflicted on it by 
the imposition of a duty of five dollars per tonon | 
ship building, which, he said, imposed a tax on | 
the people of Portsmouth of $15,000. But his | 
description was founded in error. In the first | 











which the home market will consume, farnishing 
freight for navigation to Europe, they will give 
only the coasting freight from New Orleans to 
New York, Boston, Providence, &c. In this 
point of view, the policy is, heconswers, injurious 
to our navigating interests. This was the first 
time he ever heard that it was any disadvantage 
to have a near market instead of a distant market. 
It could not be; for what is navigation? It is pre- 
cisely that to a nation which a wagon is to a 
farmer—the means of transporting marketable 
commodities to market. Now, what would be 
thought of a farmer who complained that he had 
only a short distance to carry his products te 
market instead of a long distance ? 

But the Senator further contends that the pro- 
tective system is more injurious to the navigation 
interest than it is beneficial to the manufacturing 
interest. This is keeping out of view the fact, 


‘ that the use of the very instrument of transporta- 


tion depends upon the productions to be trans- 


| ported. The farmer’s wagon is valued in propor- 


tion to the necessity there is for it. If he has any 
stimulus to make his farm more productive, and 
to have a larger quantity of produce to bring to 
market, that stimulus enhances the value of his 
wagon to him. ‘The business for it depends on 


| the business of the farm, Anything that increases 


the activity of production increases the estimation 
in which the means of its transport to market is 
held. But the Senator says the long voyage is cut 
off, and a short one substituted; therefore, naviga- 
tion is injured. Who would have the long voyage, 
if free trade prevailed? Certainly, not this country 
exclusively; for, by our reciprocity treaties, for- 
eign navigators already monopolize from one third 
to one half of our carrying trade abroad. In the 
event of free trade, the competition would be much 
greater; so that foreigners (not our navigators) 
would benefit by the long voyages. On the con- 
trary, the short voyages, or the coasting trade is 
exclusively our own. There can be no competi- 
tion by foreigners in that, Hence, itis more ben- 
eficial to this country to have its coasting trade 


and internal navigation stimulated than its exter- 


nal navigation. The comparison made by the 
Senator between this country and Great Britain, 
with respect to navigation, was not in point; for 
there was no similarity in the condition of the two 


/ countries, The home territory of Great Britain 
| was exceedingly small; her distant colonies large, 
| diversified, and scattered over the face of the hab- 
_itable globe. The marine commerce and marine 


armament were essential to her vital existence, 
Without them she could not sustain herself a mo- 
ment. The territory of this country was all at 
home, within one Confederation, extensive, diver- 
sified in soil and climate, and embracing all the 
elements of national greatness within itself. What 
might be vitally necessary for Great Britain might 


|| onlv be necessary to a very limited extent for this 
/ country; thus it appeared that no just compari- 


son could be drawn between the two countries. 
Our interests are so numerous and diversified, yet 
in reality so harmonious in a national point of 
view, that our only policy is to preserve them; 
and they cannot be preserved without protection. 


this policy always insisted, and always will insist 
that the protective system must be cherished and 
adhered to, as long as we desire to be prosperous 
and happy. 

It had been urged, as a strong objection to this 
system, that it enhanced the price of imported 
articles, and those made as substitutes here, to 
‘the consumer. That objection had been ably re- 


1824, did not realize six per cent., and the cap- || place, the duty was only four dollars per ton; || futed by the Senator from Maine. The gy neral 


ital invested in woolen manufactures within the 
same time did not realize three per cent. | 

Mr. McDUFFIE asked the honorable Senator | 
to say what was the highest interest received now || 
by persons having capital invested in the manu- || 
facture of cotton. 

Mr. BATES would permit a gentleman whose 
assertion would be received as indisputable au- 
thority, and who was formerly a member of the 
House of Representatives, to answer the question. 
He then proceeded to read a document showing 
that, in the manufactures of Lowell, there was 
vested a capital of $9,500,000; and that, by the 
semi-annual dividends for the last two years, the 
profits were less than six per cent. 

Mr. McDUFFIE did not wish to bring the |) 


aeesene 
EE 


gentleman toa stand; but, as there was ho an- || of three or four hundred thousand bales of cotton, | 


|| and, as to the amount per head, instead of being | 


two dollars per head on the people of Portsmouth, | 
it would be found, on strict examination, to be a 
mere fraction of that sum. 

Mr. B. read from an official document, show- 
ing, for the year 1842: 


Tonnage. Imports. Exports. 
PEED a0 nace mereness . -291,924 $616,000 $1,050,000 
Massachusetts ...........474.889 17,986,000 9,807,000 
New Hampshire ........- 23,925 60,481 28,547 


and for the year 1842 the State of New Hamp- 
shire shipped, in crews, the large number of fifty- 
six men and three boys, all told. 

The Senator from New Hampshire says this 
protective system cuts off the long voyages which 
give employment to our navigation; that, instead 


| fact is, however, admitted, that manufactured ar- 
' ticles, such as used to be imported, are cheaper 
| now than they were before the act of 1842. e 
| Senator from South Carolina, however, says it is 
not in consequence of the act, but in spite of it. 
He attributes it to many other causes—such as 
the contraction of the currency, &c. It was true 
that many things influence prices, immediately or 
remotely; but the experience of the world 
established the principle that the law of supply 
and demand has a paramount influence on prices, 
above all othercircumstances. The supply of a 
commodity in the market depends on the 
the demand depends on two things—the want of 
the community for the articles, and the ability to 
for them. 
ow, in this country, the sbility of the con- 
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sumer to pay for what he wants, depends upon | 
his having occupation for his labor; and if, by 
fostering, encouraging, and protecting his indus- 
try, we give him that employment, we give him | 
the ability to pay, and to make the demand which | 
meets the supply. Apply the rule to the protec. | 
tive system: You impose a duty on an article of | 
foreign manufacture; so far as it is concerned, if | 
it formed the chief supply, the price must rise; | 
but if the effect will be to make the home manu- | 
facturer fill up the supply, it will have no effect on | 
the price; should the home manufacturer, thus | 
stimulated, bring to market more than the neces- | 
gaty supply, the price must fall; and thus the 
duty, as experience proves italways does, finally | 
reduces the price of the articles to the consumer. 
Was it not a fact, that this country never was so 
well supplied as now with manufactured ariicles, 
nor at cheaper prices? The Senator from New 
Hampshire admitied the fact, when he said the 
stimulus of the protective system had already 
acted injuriously to the manufactures, by causing 
over-production, which would involve them in 
ruin. This was yielding up the whole principle 
in favor of protection, as a means of inducing low | 
prices to the consumer. 

Now, should he be asked, as the friends of pro- 
tection were constantly asked, how it was, that, 
if the effect of the protective system be to dimin- 
ith prices, the manufacturers desired protection ? | 
They desired it for various reasons: to give occu- 
pation to home labor; to give new developments 
to home industry; t9 give moral and physical abil- 
ity to the peo le; to secure them in action; to give 
them safety and confidence: not to hold out to 
them that they shall get two dollars a day for 
labor, where they got but one dollar before; but 
to secure them in the certainty and continuance 
of the nccupauon by which they could earn the | 
onedollar. Butsuppose the system had the effect 
of raising prices: would not the ability to pur- 
chase at those prices be increased? and would not | 
the consequence to the whole country be ten thou- | 


gand times more valuable than acontrary policy? || 


The beneficial consequences would be felt by ail 


manufacturers; and by the country at large, in the | 
increase of its productive industry and national | 
wealth. If it takes one dollar, it returas a thou- 
sand, 

Another argument urged was, that it was best 
to buy where you can buy cheapest; and if that 
can be done in a foreign country, the purchaser 
ought to be freeto buy there. The Senator from 
Maine had already shown the fallacy of this doc- 
trine of buyingcheap. You buy cheapest where 
you can exchange the products of your labor for 
what you want to the greatest advantage. Mr. 
B. went into a variety of illustrations in proof of 
this; one was, that an unemployed young man 
lounging about the Halls of Congress, awaiting 
its action, and without money, wishing for a hat: 
should he go to a store on the avenue to inquire 
the price of a new hat, and if told four dollars, 
but it should be cash down, while in another 
store he was told the price was five dollars, and | 
that his services in making out accounts would 
be taken in payment,—would not the hat, on 
those terms, at five dollars, be cheaper to the 

oung man than that at four dollars, for which he 
had not the means to pay ? 

The mistake in the theory of the Senator from 
South Carolina, that the producer of the exports 
pays the duty on the imports, was sufficiently ex- 
posed by the Senator from Maine. All he should 
say on that head was, that the property of the 
exporter in the productions he exchanged ceased 
the moment he made the exchange. So it was 
with the exports; the moment the exporter got his 
money, that was the representative of his labor. 
If he bought a bale of cotton from the Senator, it | 
became the representative of his labor while in his | 
possession; and that which he had given for it, 
while retained by the Senator, was the represent: | 
ative of his labor. His mistake arose out of con- | 
ceiving that he retained an interest in what he had 
wholly parted with. But the Senator looked only 
to the South and its interests; while the interests 
of twelve millions of the people of this country 
were interwoven with the protective policy. If 
he was the baronial possessor of the vast domain 
which, in his argument, he imagined this Union 
might form, as an estate, involving an individuality 
of interest vested in the proprietor, he would not 
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( || laid on the table, to be hereafter called up at the 
classes, by the agriculturists as well as by the || 
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think of sacrificing the interests of twelve mil- } of the vote by which the bill was committed t 
lions of the people for the sake of a mere cotton 1 give him him an opportunity to move that it be 


patch. _made the special order. 

Some of the Senators on the other side, who || The SPEAKER intimated that there was an 
had discussed this subject, seemed to forget what || other subject which was entitled to precedence 
sort of Government this was, and by what means || Mr. DUNCAN remarked that no objection 
this republican structure is to be supported. If || was made. The bill to which he alluded was in 
they had not lost sight of those considerations, || relation to the day on which the election of elect. 
they would have seen that in no other way can || ors should be held, his object being understood to 
the interests of this country be sustained but by || be to make the day uniform throughout the Up. 
the true American system of protection. A home || ted States; and on this he had received a great 
market must be built up. No other nation should || variety of communications, one of which he 
be suffered to prevent this. An amalgamation of || requested the Clerk to read. 
our interests with those of foreign nations would he Clerk read a letter, which was understoog 
lead to a debasement of our labor to the level of || to be a communication published in a newspaper 
theirs. on the importance of the speedy disposal of thig 

Mr. B. denounced at great length any policy |! bill. 
the tendency of which would be to place the la- || Mr. DUNCAN said that was but one of from 


j 


| borer of this country ona level with the laborer || one hundred to two hundred letters which he had 


of other countries, where wages is only from six- 


| received of like import. The subject was one 

| In conclusion, he invoked a spirit of forbear- 

| ance and conciliation in discussing the subject; 

and undertook to say that the South would gain || sider. 

more by treating it in such a manner, than by The motion, after a few words from Mr. Bar. 

assuming the attitude of hostility which had been || NARD, was agreed to. 

assumed towards the manufacturing States. | Mr. DUNCAN then moved that the bill be 
Mr. McDUFFIE said, he did not intend at this || made the special order of the day for Wednesday 

time to enter into the subjects touched upon by | next. : 

the Senator who had just taken his seat, or to|| The SPEAKER said it could only be done by 

notice his remarks, which he was sorry he had | general consent. (Cries of ‘* Agreed !’’] 

not heard throughout. But, before the debate|| Mr. BARNARD objected. 

closed he would pay his special respects to the || Mr. DROMGOOLE was also understood to 

Senator from Massachusetts, and he would then 1 suggest that the appropriation bills had not yet 


| it would be taken up as a special order and acted 
| upon. 


He therefore made the motion to recop. 


j ' . . 
| pence to three cents a day. } which had created a great interest, and he hoped 
} 
} 
| 


have a word or two to say to him with regard to || been acted upon. 
the ** unparalleled audacity and boldness of as- || Mr. DUNCAN then consented to modify his 
sertions’’ made here. He would then show the || motion, so as to make the day next Wednesday 
true historical ** origin’’ of this protective system. || week. 
He thanked the Senator for the word. He would | ; 
meet him on that point, and show him how the || tion would require? , 
system was fot up and carried on. The SPEAKER answered that it would require 
Mr. EVANS moved to lay the subject on the || a vote of two thirds. He then put the question, 
table for the present. | Mr. BARNARD called for a division. 
And the pending question on that motion was } Mr. HAMLIN called for the yeas and nays; 
| but afterwards consented to withdraw that mo- 
request of any Senator ready to proceed with the || tion. 
debate. | The SPEAKER again put the question, and on 
| counting the House, ninety-four were found to 
have voted in the affirmative. The division was 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the || then given up, and the bill was made the special 
oe a message from the aoe . ——— || order for Wednesday week. 
ted States, transmitting a report from the Secre- || 
| tary of State, in re a resolution of the | VACANCY hea JUDICIARY COMMITTEE. 
| Senate of the 31st of January last, in relation to || On the motion of Mr. BRODHEAD, the 
| slaves committing crimes who escaped into the || Speaker was directed to supply the vacancy in 
| British dominions, since the ratification of the || the Judiciary Committee occasioned by the res- 
| treaty of 1842; which, on motion of Mr. BEN- || r. WILKINS. 
TON, was ordered to lie on the table, and be RATES OF POSTAGE. 


panied. Mr. THOMASSON laid before the House res- 
| lutions of the General Assembly of the Common- 
wealth of Kentucky on the subject of postage. 
They were referred to the Committee on the Post 
_ Office and Post Roads, and ordered to be printed. 


FRENCH SPOLIATIONS. 

Mr. DUNLAP presented to the House resolu- 
tions of the Legislature of the State of Maine in 
relation to French spoliations; and they were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Relations, and 
ordered to be printed. 


REPORT ON THE RULES. 

The SPEAKER announced the order of the 
day for the morning hour to be the report of the 
committee on rules, on which the gentleman from 
South Carolina (Mr. Burr] had the floor. 

Mr. BURT stated that certain declarations had 


Mr. BARNARD inquired what vote the mo- 





ignation of 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN. 


On motion of Mr. WALKER, leave was grant- 
ed to withdraw from the files papers connected 
with a land claim of ——. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


On motion of Mr. FOSTER, the Senate pro- | 
ceeded to consider executive business; and after 
a short time spent therein, adjourned. 
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Mr. KENNEDY, of Maryland, introduced his || 
| colleague, Mr. Wetueren, one of the recently- | 
| elected members from Maryland; and he was af- | 
| firmed to support the Constitution, and then took || 


his seat. been male in the debate upon this subject by the 
AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. gentleman from New York, [Mr. Bearpszer,) 

On motion of Mr. ADAMS, the use of the | Which he did not feel himself at liberty to pass 

| House of Representatives was granted to the | by in silence. The gentleman had been leased 
American Bible Society, wherein to hold a pub- | to say (not indeed as the announcement 0 a fact, 
lic meeting at seven o’clock on the evening of | but as the expression of an opinion) that, in re- 
Tuesday next. gard to the subject of slavery in the abstract, he 
resumed there was but one sentiment at the 

ELECTION OF ELECTORS. North, the South, the East, and the West. He 

Mr. DUNCAN reminded the House that a bill | did not choose to inquire what political relation 
introduced by him a few daysago to regulate the | that gentleman bears to the parties of the North, 
election of electors of President and Vice Pres- || nor what were his means of knowing the feelings 
ident of the United States was committed to the | 
Committee of the Wholeonthesiateof the Union; | this Union upon the subject of slavery. He was 
but as it was of great importance, and as it was equally indifferent as to what the gentleman § 
a subject on which action should be had soon, if , opinion might be. But upon this particularly 
atall, he now desired to move a reconsideration | southern question, public opinion was, had 


of the South, the West, and the other sections of 
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1844. 
neh since the time of the adoption of the Fed- 
eral Constitution, well known. He would not 
believe that the honest Knickerbockers of the 
North, or the gallant sons of the West, who had 
never yet shrank from the call of duty or of pa- 
triotism, would ever prove faithless to the obliga- 
tions of the Constitution. He knew nothing of 
the medium through which the gentleman gained 
access to the feelings and opinions of the South, 
the organ of which opinions the gentleman seemed 
to consider himself entitled to be; but he trusted 
the gentleman would not regard it as presumptu- 
ous in him to profess quite as much knowledge 
inrelation to this question—a question of a purely 
municipal character—as the gentleman did; and 
at least an equal right to express his opinions 
upon it. The domestic institutions of the States 
were subjects for their own exclusive considera- 
tion. That House had no concern to know what 
were the domestic institutions of the States; and 
jt was offensive to inquire what their opinions 
might be concerning those institutions; and so 
far as the remarks of the gentleman applied to 
the State of which he was the Representative, he 
felt authorized to declare here,upon his respons- 
ibility to his constituents, that the gentleman never 
expressed or entertained a more groundless opin- 
ion. Nay, the gentleman never had a vision 
which was more absolutely destitute of all founda- 
won. 

The gentleman had taken occasion to say that 
the question of domestic slavery in the South was 
not to be answered for by the present generation. 
He begged leave to inform the gentleman that, 
upon this question, the present generation of the 
South entertain the same opinions which were 
entertained by their ancestors; and that they hold 
it utterly incompetent for any one, from any quar- 
ter, to interfere with that question. Thegentleman 
from New York had said that it was immaterial 
to the question under debate what opinions were 
entertained in the South upon this question; but 
he also admitted that it was immaterial, because 
Congress had no jurisdiction over the subject of 
slavery within the States. He would give just 
offense to his constituents, as well as incur his 
own disesteem, if, in that Hall, he could be in- 
duced to vindicate any institution of his State. 
But this he would say, that language was impo- 
tent to express the Intensity of scorn and con- 
tempt with which that State regards the miser- 
able, upstart, huckstering morality of the North, 
which attempted to hold up her domestic institu- 
tions to the odium of the world; and, as her Rep- 
resentative upon that floor, and in her name, he 
cast back to the gentleman every word, every 
epithet of offense, which he might be conscious 
of having used in regard to her domestic institu- 
tions. 

Mr. BEARDSLEY said he understood the 
gentleman to charge,him with having asserted 
that, upon the question of slavery, there was but 
one opinion throughout the whole Union; and he 
also understood the gentleman to affirm that the 
expression of that opinion he held to be an im- 
pertinence. It certainly seemed to him strange 
that an expression of opinion upon an abstract 
proposition should be considered impertivent. 
And he threw back to any gentleman who chose 
toapply any such remark to him, the charge of 
impertinence. He had, at all times, avoided in- 
terfering, by word or act, with the domestic in- 
stitutions of any State; not because he did not 
feel at liberty to do so 

Mr. PAYNE rose to a question order. He 
desired to know whether it was competent for 
the gentleman from New York to occupy the time 
allotted to another member ? 

Mr. BEARDSLEY remarked that bis purpose 
was only to answer the observations which the 
gentleman from South Carolina had made in ref- 
erence to him. 

Mr. BURT proceeded. He certainly consid- 
ered the declaration of the gentleman from New 
York, as having been introduced most unneces- 
sarily; and so far as any epithets which he might 
use upon that floor were concerned, he would be 
responsible for them elsewhere. But he was not 
there to enter into controversies of this sort, and 
he would not. The gentleman, however, had 
used an expression which he believed to be with- 
out foundation. He took leave to say so, and if 
that remark were offensive to the gentleman, he 
could, of course, seek his redress. The gentle- 
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of an institution, with which he and his constit- 
vents were identified, with which he had grown 
up from earliest youth, and to which the State of 
his nativity attributed much that was illustrious 
in her history, and ennobling in her institutions. 
When the gentleman was addressing a mob, it 
would be proper for him to address to them such 
topics as were most to their taste; but he pro- 
| tested that, in that Hall, the slang of the hustings 
ought not to be introduced. 
The argument, and the whole argument, against 


| praying for the abolition of slavery, was based 


tion over the subject. This was the ground upon 
which the propriety of receiving such petitions 
| was based. It was conceded that, if Congress 
had no jurisdiction over the subject, the right of 
the citizen was notin any way abridged by the 
rejection of their petitions. But it was said that 
Congress possessed exclusive jurisdiction over 
| the subject within the District of Columbia; and 
| upon that ground the arguments in favor of the 
rule were unanswerable. He contended that Con- 
| gress had not only no power to abolish slavery, 
but they possessed not a single function connected 
with the subject that was not intended to protect 
/and sustain it. It was time that the South and 
the North and the West should renew the stipu- 
lations, in regard to this institution, which had 
been so fiercely assailed. He desired to direct 
the attention of gentlemen of the North—of those 
| old thirteen States whose stars are still seen upon 
the country’s banner—to this subject. At the 
time of the formation of the Constitution, it was 
/a subject which excited a greater contrariety of 
| opinion than almost any other. The South took 
up her position, to which the North yielded. 

Mr. B. here referred to several passages in the 
debates in the convention upon the adoption of 
the Constitution, 

What was the vote of Massachusetts upon 
the slave trade? Massachusetts voted in favor 
of every proposition connected with that trade; 
and now the gentleman from that State [Mr. 
Winturop] pronounced the institution of slavery 
within this District as an inhuman and abomina- 
| ble traffic. He would leave it to the gentleman to 
| say whether an institution once approved by the 
State of Massachusetts deserved so severe a con- 
demnation. 

Mr. WINTHROP said he had high authority 
for the use of the terms. It was the precise 
phraseology made use of in the title of a bill 
which had been before the House. 

Mr. BURT. The clause respecting runaway 
slaves was one exclusively favorable to the south- 
ern States, under the Articles of Confederation. 
| It was well known that differences existed upon 
this subject. In some of the New England States 
the right of the owner to his slaves was not 
only refused, but was resisted by violence. The 
southern States required that a provision should 
| be inserted in the Constitution, m the shape of a 
| treaty stipulation, respecting property in slaves, 
| providing that property in slaves held under the 
| laws of one State should be recognized and re- 
| spected by the laws of all the other States; and 
it was further stipulated that, if a southern slave 
escaped from his master, and fled to any other 
State, he should be delivered up, upon claim be- 
ing made by his owner; and it was furthermore 
provided that slaves should be an clement of rep- 
| resentation. 

He read the language of Mr. Davy, of North 
| Carolina, on the subject of the representation of 
negro slaves, delivered in the convention on the 
/ constitution, in which the declaration was made 
that the South would not confederate with the 
North on any other terms. The present rate of 
representation was the compromise agreed upon 
on that subject; the North also agreeing to sur- 
render fugitives from justice, including, as was 
| well understood, fugitives from slavery, as offend- 
| ers against the laws of the States, and offenders 
against State laws, in relation to that species of 
| property. But those were not the only provisions 
| of the Constitution which recognized that species 
| of property. The northern States solemn! a 
| ulated that, in case of insurrection at the South, 
, their militia should march to its support; and 
| that, if a foreign enemy should invade the South, 
| the militia of the North should march to the South 





_the retention of the rule which rejects petitions | 


upon the assumption that Congress has jurisdic- | 
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to repel thatenemy also. He quoted the language 
of the northern deputies to the convention on 
this subject, and the observations of some soath- 
ern deputies on the same subject; and then said, 
that the North yielded to the South on that point, 
and the faith of the North and the East wus 


pledged to the recognition of the right of property 


of the South in their slaves—not only of all then 
imported, but all that might be imported there- 
after to the year 1808. The North and the East 
stipulated that slaves should be taken as mer- 
chandise; and thus the North and the East were 
willing to make money by this ** inhuman” and 
this ‘‘abeminable practice.’? The North was 
pledged not to afford any asylum for refugee 
slaves, and the South confederated with the North 
on the faith of the North to respect their rights 
in that species of eperet which constituted their 
chief wealth, and in the belief that those stipula- 
tions would be sacredly observed. And how had 
they been observed? The State of Massachusetts 


| had done all that she could to defeat that clause 


of the Constitution in relation to runaway slaves. 
Vermont and New York had also laws of the 
same description. The South, however, was yet 
unwilling to believe that those States would prove 
faithless to their solemnengagements, They re- 
garded the 25th rule, now under consideration, 
as an earnest that the North would maintain its 
faith. But ifthe North did mean to maintain its 


| faith, he would ask the gentlemen of the North 
_why they objected to thisrule; and whether they 
| meant to encourage the hope of those who looked 
| to the utter abolition of the right to that species 


of property. If they did not mean to receive 
these abolition petitions, why did they not an- 


| nounce to@hose petitioners, at once, that their 
| petitions could not be received, and thus afford 
| no encouragement to a violation of a solemn stip- 


| ulation of the Constitution ? 


It had been repre- 


, sented that the Abolition party at the North was 


too inconsiderable in numbers, and in capacity 
for mischief, to claim the regurd of the southern 
States; but that party had proclaimed its numbers 
to be, at the polls, more than thirty thousand; 


_and they boasted that their numbers were increas- 
| ing under a banner on which was inscribed the 
| infamous motto of ** rapine and blood ” 


| be content. 


Thatinfamous party had also enlisted that pow- 
erful engive—the press; they had likewise de- 
voted the pulpit to the promotion of their pur- 
peses;and now they sought toengage the greatest 
of all engines of revolution— debates in this Hall. 
They were clamorous that the rules of this House 
should be made to conform to their ideas, and to 
bow in subserviency to their infamous dogmas, 
That party told them that their object was the 
abolition of slavery on earth; and in utter want 
of all patriousm, they applied to British agents 
to aid them to accomplish their purposes. They 


' told this House further, that if their petitions were 


received, and laid on the table, they sheuld not 
A gentleman from Maine Lad told 


them that the Abolitionists were not going to be 
content with a mere reception of their petitions, 
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| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
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erty, to be permitted in any form to inv 


| ingly. 
ea okie she had surrendered certain attributes 


Now, it was time that the agitation should cease, 
The South asked their friends of the North, and 
of the West, not to lend themselves to the fell 
purposes of that infamous party; and (that they 
might not encourage those petitions) he called 
upon them not in any way to entertain them. On 
this subject the South had the right to speak. 
The nature of that property was known at the 
adoption of the Constitution, and guarantees were 
required from the North; and any entertainment 
of these petitions would be promotive of insur- 
rection in the South. The South was not afraid 
to meet that horrible crisis; but, if come it must, 
she asked Congress not to be the instrument of 
assailing that property which every department 
of the Government had bound itself to defend. 
The gentleman from Maine [Mr. Severance} had 
told the House that that class of petitions would 
never cease until Congress did its duty by abol- 


| ishing slavery in the District of Columbia; but he 


begged permission to say that, whenever that 
discussion was raised in this Hall, it would be 
the last subject that an American Co would 
ever discuss here. The South would regard it as. 
a declaration of war, and she would act accord- 
She would not allow that Government, 


of her sovereignty for the protection of this 
ut. 
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He would tell the House further, that the gentle- 


man who would promote this state of things, 
might not, at such atime, find security in his own 
obscurity at the North from the storm that would 


rage; and he trusted in God, that, if they were to | 


have an insurrection at the South from the terri- 


ble agitations of the North, those who aid it here | 
would go to the aid of their allies in the South; | 
and, in the name of the South, he promised them | 


that not a wretch amongst them should return to | tion of the Wa 


tell the story of their deeds. 


Mr. DELLET next obtained the floor; but, as | 


the morning hour had nearly expired, the subject 
went over. s 


COMMUNICATION FROM THE CLERK. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- | 


munication from its Clerk, containing a return of 


the number of clerks employed in his office in the 
year 1843. 
to be printed. 


MOUTH OF RED RIVER. 
A Senate bill, to authorize a survey of the 


mouth of Red river, and for other purposes, was | 
read twice, and referred tothe Committee on Com- | 


merce. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


The Secretary of the Senate delivered to the 
House a number of bills passed by that vody. 


BILLS REPORTED. 


Mr. HOLMES, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, by leave, reported bills with the following 
utles; which were read twice, and committed: 

A bill for the relief of Elliot Smith and Nathan 
Farnsworth; and 6 

A bill making appropriations to repair the cus- 
tom-house at Charleston. 


INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 


On the motion by Mr. McKAY, the House 
resolved itself into the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, (Mr. Campsext in the 
chair,) and resumed the consideration of ** A bill 


making appropriations for the current and contin- | 
gen expenses of the Indian department, and for | 
ulfilling treaty stipulations with the various | 


Indian tribes, for the fiscal year commencing on 
the Istday of July, 1844, and ending on the 30th 
day of June, 1845.”’ 

Several items were discussed briefly, by Mr. 
GIDDINGS, Mr. McKAY, Mr. DROMGOOLE, 
Mr. LEVY, and Mr. DICKEY. 

The bill was then laid aside, to be reported to 
the House. 

PENSION BILL 


On the motion of Mr. McKAY, the committee 
next took up the bill making appropriations for 
payment of revolutionary and other pensioners of 
the United States, for the fiscal year ending the 
30th day of June, 1845. 

Some brief debate occurred, in which Messrs. 


C. JOHNSON, DICKEY,McKAY,SEYMOUR 


of New York, BRINKEKHOFF, ADAMS, J. | 
R. INGERSOLL, HOLMES, HARDIN, BEL- |, 
SER, DANA, WINTHROP, and others, took || the table, and be printed. 
It was mainly on a proposition to intro- | 
duce a proviso to prevent officers of the Army or | 
Navy receiving a pension while receiving pay as | 
such officer, whose pay was said to be much | 


part. 


greater than that of judges or State officers. 

The committee rose without disposing of the 
bill, and reported progress. {t also reported the 
Indian appropriation bill, with an amendment, 
which was concurred in; and the bill was read the 
third time and passed. 


ADJOURNMENT OVER. 


A motion, made by Mr. HUNT, to adjourn | 


over Washington’s birthday, was laid on the 
table, 
The House then adjourned. 





The following notices of petitions presented to-day, were || persons of Frederick an 


to the reporters by the members presenting them : 


banded 
By Mr. BIDLACK: The memorial of twenty-three mem- 
that Luzerne county 
district for United i 


tition of citizens of Columbia county, for a 


bere of the Luzerne county bar, aski 
may be atrached to the eastern jud 
States ae. 


age. 
Also, the petition of citizens of Wyoming county, for the | 
route from Bowman’s Creek to 


establishment of a 
Tunkhannock, in 
Also, the petition 


It was laid on the table, and ordered | 


ef-chigens of Pennsylvania engaged in 
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the coal business, for a change in the law in relation to | sede them, especially those of Sweden 
| mark, and Hamburg, which the memori 

| represent are not beneficial to the commere 

| terests of the country. 


coasting licenses. 

By Mr. ROBINSON: The petition of one hundred and 
three citizens of Hamilton, New York, praying for a reduc- 
tion of postage, and for an abolishment of the trauking priv- 
ilege. , 

Also, the petition of citizens in the town of Lenox, Mad- 
ison county, New York, for the establishment of a post 
route from Waunpsville to Siloam. 

By Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana: The petition of Charles W. 
Short and nineteen others, citizens of Lawrence county, 
Indiana, asking a donation of land to improve the naviga- 
sh river. 

By Mr. FICKLIN: The memorial of John R. Duckman 
and others, citizens of Lawrence county, Illinois, asking a 
grant of land to complete the national thoroughfare between 
the lakes to the Ohio, by the improvement of the Wabash. 

Also, the memorial of A. Lyon and others, of the same 
county, upon the same subject. 

Also, the memorial of Joseph Ramsey and others, of the 
saine county, upon the same subject. 


Also, the memorial of Uri Manly and others, of Clarke | 


county, Illinois, asking an appropriation on the Cumberland 
road. 
By C. B. SMITH: The petition of Elijah Coffin and one 


hundred and tilty-one others, citizens of Wayne county, | 
Indiana, praying tor a reduction and restriction of the | 


franking privilege 

By Mr. MACLAY : The memorial of one hundred and 
forty five citizens of the city of New York, praying for the 
passage of an act granting to the State of Indiava so much 
of the unsold lands in the Vincennes district as may be ne- 
cessary to complete the communication between the lakes 
and the Ohio river. 

By Mr. C. M. REED: The joint resolution of the Legis- 
lature of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, asking Con- 
gress to make an appropriation to repair and continue the 
work on the harbor at Erie. 

Also, the petition of Cap:ain Harrington and two hundred 
and forty others, citizens of the city of Buftialo, asking an 
appropriation for enlarging the present harbor, and remon- 
strating against the projected outer harbor at Buffalo. 

Also, the petition of Captain D. P. Dobbins and others, 
owners and masters of vessels navigating the lakes, asking 
Congress to make an appropriation for erecting a beacon on 
Skillagalee Island, in Lake Michigan. 

By Mr. BUFFINGTON : ‘The petition of Peter Peterson 


| and one hundred and four others, citizens of Butler county, 


| Pennsylvania, praying for the construction of a national || was produced by legislation. 
Macadamized road from the Cumberland road, by way of || 


owe arsenals of Pittsburg and Meadville, to the harbor of 
rie. 

Also, the petition of Thomas McNair and sixty-one oth- 
ers, citizens of Builer county, Pennsylvania, of similar im- 
port. 

Also, the petition of Abraham Brinker. of Butler county, 
Pennsylvania, praying that he may be paid the amount due 
him for revolutionary services of his father. 

Also, the petition of Isaac Eckright, of Armstrong county, 
Pennsylvania, praying au increase of his peusion. 


By Mr. J. BRINKERIIOFF: The petition of citizens of | 


Delaware county, Ohio, praying for a mail route from 
ees in said county, to Ashland, in Richland county, 
bio. 
By Mr. RUSSELL: The petition of Sarah Overbagh, 


| praying for a pension under the third section of the act of 


July 4, 1836; which was referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions. 





IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, February 22, 1844. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore \aid before the | 
| Senate a communication from the War Depart- 
/ ment, transmitting, in compliance with a resolu- 
|| tion of the Senate of the 9th instant, all the cor- 
|| respondence on the files of that Department on | 
| the subject of the selection of the site of Fort |' 


Wayne, on the frontier of Arkansas; which, on 
motion of Mr. SEVIER, was ordered to lie on 


DRY-DOCK AT NEW YORK. 


On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, the report of 
the Secretary of the Navy on the subject of a dry 


| and floating-dock at New York, was referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs, and ordered to 
|| be printed. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


| Mr. RIVES presented a petition from sundry 
|, merchants, traders, and other postage payers of 
| Norfolk, Virginia, praying for a reduction of the 


rates of postage, and various other modifications 


in the post office system; which was referred 
| to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 


| Roads. 


Mr. R. also presented a petition from divers 
d Glark counties, Vir- 
ginia, asking for a recharter of the Bank of Po- 
tomac, and the Farmers’ Bank of Alexandria; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. WRIGHT presented a memorial from a 
large number of merchants, traders, and others, 
of the city of New York, on the subject of re- 
ciprocal commercial treaties with foreign Powers, 


and praying Congress to take measures to super- 


‘ 





| different from those expressed by the 
| ists. 


| hension. 
| of the form, of the one just presented. He pre- 
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Mr. W. said the memorial was strongly signe 
by mercantile houses; but he was bound i 
dor to say, that he had entertained impression, 
memor; 
He entertained them with some difidens 
under the force of sentiment thus expressed b 
men of so much practical experience as 
whose names were signed to this memorial, 

On motion, the memorial was ordered to by 


those 


| printed, and referred to the Committee on Poy. 
| eign Relations. 
| 


Also, a memorial numerously signed by mer. 
chants, traders, und citizens of New York, aq. 
dressed to the Senate under an evident misappre. 

It seemed to bear the character, and be 


sumed it was sent to the Senate under the appre- 
hension that a reciprocal commercial treaty with 
| Texas was still before that body. It asked the 


|, reconsideration of the action of that body of last 


| Session, rejecting a treaty entered into by the 
| President of the United States with the chargé 
d’affaires of Texas, which treaty had been rat. 
fied by the Government of Texas. He found, 
on examination, that the Senate did ratify the 
treaty, with amendments, and that the treaty 
was, therefore, not in the power of the Senate, or 
this country. It struck him that the object of the 
memorialists would better be attained by legisla. 
tion than by treaty. Accompanying the memorial 
| was a letter from a merchant of New York, who 
_is said to be acting consul from Texas, setting 
| forth the state of our trade with Texas. If he 
| was right, the trade was falling off. That effect 


The memorial was referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. EVANS presented a memorial from mer- 
| chants of Bangor, Maine, asking that a drawback 
/may be allowed on spirits manufactured from 
foreign molasses equal to the duty paid on the 
molasses; which was referred to the Committee 
on Finance. 

Also, a memorial numerously signed by citi- 
zens of Portland, Maine, asking for a reduction 
of the rates of postage; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


POSTAGES. 


Mr. MERRICK, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, to which was re- 
ferred the bill to reduce the rates of postage, to 
| limit the use and prevent the abuse of the frank- 
‘ing privilege, and for the prevention of frauds on 

the revenues of the Post Office Department, re- 

ported the same back, with several amendments, 

(copies of which the reporter could not obtain,) 
-and with a recommendation that it do pass. The 
amendments, with the written report accompany- 
ing, were ordered to be printed. 


ALEXANDER 8S. MACKENZIE. 


| The following resolution, introduced by Mr. 
| Tappan, yesterday, was taken up for consider- 
/ ation: 


Resolve’, That the Secretary of the Navy be directed to 
| report to the Senate a copy of the proceedings of the court 





|| of inquiry in the case of Alexander Slidell Mackenzie. 


Mr. KING said he would be indebted to his 
‘honorable friend from Ohio, [Mr. Tappray,] if 
| that gentleman would inform him what particular 
| object he had in offering this resolution. He did 
| not think it necessary that any further action 
| should be made on this unfortunate question, 
_ which had agitated the country for some time. 
| No action could arise at all out of it on the part 
| of the Senate; and certainly no good could result 
to the country by a further development of the 
details connected with it. The conduct of the 
officer, in the discharge of what he deemed his 
duty, had undergone thorough investigation; 
the result was shown in the report of the courts 
which had adjudicated the case. He would be 
very unwilling to disturb again this question. As 
it rested, the officer stood before the country jus- 
tified for the course which he had ; and 
he hoped his friend from Ohio would see that no 
good could be done by the of such a res- 
olution. An unkind feeling might be excited on 
the part of all parties. He hoped the time had 
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ssed away when the proceedings of the court | 
ould be the subject of animadversion; and they | 
: id not, at all events, be altered by any action || 
vn either House of Congress. Nothing good had | 
aaa grown out of this mode of reagitating asub- | 
coal of this kind, after it had once gone to rest. | 
He hoped his friend would see that no good could 
result from thecall, though some feeling might be 
excited by it. The Constitution gives the power | 
to the Executive over subjects proper for decision || 
by courts-martial. The power had been exer- 
cised. The President, under the power given him || 
to order courts-martial in the Army or Navy, had | 
called a naval court to try this case. It was tried; | 
and the decision had been published to the coun- || 
try, and there it ought to rest. It is to be pre- || 
sumed that justice was done to the parties, and 
Congress ought not to disturb the matter again. || 
The Senate could not set aside the decision—cer- | 
tainly not. It could not relieve the individual. | 
The matter was, in fact, beyond any control of 
that body; it was altogether improper to agitate 
the question, after it had been settled under the 
Constitution and laws. L 
Mr. TAPPAN said he did not know whether 
any action would be had on this communication 
when made, or not. It was a matter in regard to 
which he could not say anything until the docu- 
ments were reported to the Senate. That was 
the only way in which an authentic account of 
the proceedings of that court-martial could be laid 
before the American people. Newspapers had || 
given garbled accounts, such as were not to be 
relied upon as authentic, or statements made by 
rsons desirous of forming public opinion on the 
subject, one Way or the other. It was of import- 
ance to enable the American people to form a 
proper judgment on this very interesting matter, 
that the proceedings of that court-martial should 
ve laid before them. They want the charges, the | 
evidence in support of the charges, the evidence 
rebutting them, and the arguments made use of 
onthe trial. ‘Three American citizens have been 
hanged without trial, without a hearing, without || 
any opportunity of defending themselves; with- || 
out being confronted with the witnesses against 
them, in a manner wholly illegal, and to be justi- 
fied only on the extremest necessity. It was an 
important question—did the necessity exist ?—a 
uestion which he wished to have the means of 
deciding, and to have those means made public. 
He wished to have the means of forming his own 
judgment, and the American people the means of | 
forming their judgment upon it. If wrong was 
committed by the officer, although it would not 
oe a subject of judicial investigation, yet it was | 
a subject upon which public judgment could be 
formed. That public judgment was paramount, 
and formed the laws of this country. If there | 
was any wrong in the matter, he was for taking 
such measures as would give security against | 
such anoccurrenceagain. If the proceeding was | 
legal and proper, the opinion of the American | 
people would justify the officer; but if, on the | 
other hand, the lives of three American citizens || 
were taken without law, and no opportunity af- | 
forded the victims of making defense, was it not | 
proper that it should be known, that the public |) 
condemnation might reach the guilty? Was it || 
not of the greatest importance that the American 
people should know whether the lives of their || 
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| investigation of the matter by the constitutional 


| Senate of the United States, in defiance of popu- | 


| no good could result from such a course; and 


| suffered punishment for that crime, there the 
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like to have a little time to examine into the mat- | 
ter before he gave his vote; and if the Senator || 
from Ohio [Mr. Tappan] would consent to it, he | 
should be very glad to have it lie over till to- 
morrow. 

Mr. KING, in reply to the remarks of the Sen- 
ator from Ohio, [Mr. Tapran,] observed that no 


‘| man in this country had a greater desire than he 
_had to protect from outrage American citizens, 


|| the country should be rigidly enforced against 


every power which violated or outraged in any 
way the rights of others. The Senator had said 
that he (Mr. K.) remarked that it was a matter 


|of no consequence. It was not so. It was of 
|| great consequence, in punishing by death three 
|| American citizens, to have the case investigated 


in the strictest and most rigid manner; and if it 


| appeared that the necessity did not exist to have 


these men punished, after the sentence had been 
executed upon them, it should be known. But 
was he to be told that the Senate of the United 
States was to take up every case in which an 


| American citizen had suffered at the hands of an- 
| other, and bring it before the country, after the 
seg ineegpom tribunal had decided it, under the 
| laws of the country? This case had been decided 


by a judicial tribunal. If it had been a case of a 
single individual, instead of three, it would have 
demanded a similar investigation. It had been 
decided by the constituted authorities of the 
country, according to the provisional law, under 
the Constitution of the United States. It had been 





| decided by high-minded and honorable men; and 


what, he asked, did the Senator expect to gain by 
agitating the subject? After the most thorough 


tribunal, did it comport with the character of the | 


lar opinion, to bring up the question again, when | 


no legislative action could grow out of it—when 





when renewed excitement throughout the country 
would be the inevitable consequence? Now, he 
held that when a man committed a crime, and 


matter ought to rest. The gentleman might say 
the punishment was not adequate to the offense, 
and that therefore he would be justified in calling | 
for information to ascertain whether additional 
punishment ought not to be inflicted; not in con- | 





| sequence of any want of confidence in the cor- 


rectness and impartiality of the court-martial, but 


| from a mistaken inference with regard to the pub- 
| lic sentiment. He, with many others, was shocked 
| when the news reached him of the execution of 
' these men. He looked with anxiety to the de- 
| cision of the court; and hoped, at the time, that 


the officer by whom the punishment had been in- 
flicted, would be found to have been justified, both 
for the honor of the service, and an implicit con- 


| fidence which he had in the integrity and human- 


ity of that officer. He looked to the decision 
with great anxiety, and became satisfied, from the 
proceedings of the court, which had been made 
public from time to time, that the officer had acted 
under the impression and belief that his course 


| 

whether of high or low condition. The laws of || quantity of land included in the two sections deep, 
' 
| 
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Mr. TALLMADGE remarked that action had 
been suspended on this bill for the purpose of 
obtaining information from the land office as to 
the condition of the land on the line of the pro- 
posed improvement. He had received the inform- 
ation accompanied by diagrams. It seemed that 
forty-six thousand six hundred and eighty-two 
acres of land had been entered, of that proposed 
to be set apart for theimprovement. The whole 


the alternate ones of which are to be reserved to 
the Government, and the others to be applied to 
_ the improvement, is six hundred and forty thou 
| sand or six hundred and fifty thousand acres. 
| So, under’ the provisions of this bill, three hundred 
| and twenty thousand acres only will be set aside 
| to make the improvement. Mr. T., after con- 
| cluding the statement, argued that it showed still 
| Stronger the great importance of speedy action on 
the bill. If the improvement was now gone into, 
there would be no tax upon the Government be- 
yond the half of the amount of lands which were 
already entered. He hoped the Senate would pass 
it without further delay. 

Mr. HAYWOOD, for one, was not prepared, 
| without further information, to let the bill pass 
without opposition from him. He proposed that 
it should be laid aside for the present. 

a bill was, consequently, passed by inform- 
ally. 


BENJAMIN MURPHY. 


The bill for the relief of Benjamin Murphy was 

_ considered as in Committee of the Whole, and 

| reported to the Senate; and after a few remarks 

| by Mr. Sevier in its support, was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading. 


THE OREGON QUESTION. 


| 
On motion of Mr. SEMPLE, the Senate took 
| up for consideration the resolutions submitted by 
| him some time since, directing the President of 
the United States to give notice to the British 
| Government for the termination of that provision 
| of the treaty allowing a joint occupation of the 
| Oregon Territory. 
| Mr. ATCHISON was,forsome time past, rather 
| inclined to despond, in thinking not only on the 
| fate of the resolution under consideration, but on 
| the prospect which the whole question seemed 
| to have for calm and dispassionate consideration; 
_ but when he discovered the zeal, the eloquence, 
_and the untiring exertions of honorable Senators 
on a mere question of dollars and cents, he could 
| not but look forward with confidence for a favor- 
| able result when an empire was at stake, and when 
there were no conflicting interests among our- 
selves. Before proceeding further, he felt called 
| on to repel the imputation—or, perhaps, it would 
be better to term it the misconception—of the hon- 
orable Senator from Virginia, who stated, on a 
| former occasion, that the object of those advo- 
| cating the resolution now under consideration was 
| not so much to obtain or secure possession of the 
| Oregon Territory for the common weal, as reck- 
| lessly to involve the country in all the horrors of 
a war with England. This imputation did not 
| confine itself to the floor of the Senate, but wafted 


was correct; and this conclusion was made strong- | its way, on the wings of the press, to the most 
er by the opinion of the officer’s associates that || remote districts of the country. It was to be found 


a necessity for the execution did exist, both for 
their own safety and the security of the Navy 


citizens have been taken wantonly and without | against such offenses at future periods. As the 


necessity or not? Itwas. He would not under- | court had decided it, so he was willing to let it 
take to say that the officer was not justifiable, for || rest. 


he was without the means of making up his judg- || 
ment. The Senator from Alabama thinks it is a || 
matter of little importance, now that so much |, 
lime had elapsed since the transaction, and as it | 
was forgotten by the public, that the subject | 
should be again agitated. It was always of im- 

| 


portance to know whether the lives of citizens | 


were taken legally orillegaliy, rightfully or wrong- 


| requested (if it be not inconsistent with his views of the 


The resolution was then postponed til to- 
morrow. 

ASHBURTON TREATY. 

Mr. ARCHER submitted the following reso- 
lution; which lies one day on the table, under the 
rule: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be 


fully. A Roman citizen could not be scourged || public interest) to communicate any correspondence which 
wi impunity by a Roman officer; shall an Amer- may have taken place with any agent or agents of the Gov- 


lean citizen, then, be executed withouta hearing, 
without trial, without regular charges against 
? The object of the inquiry is to enable an 
answer to be made to this question—to enable the 
American people to determine whether the fear- 
ful necessity existed in this case for such an exe- 
cation. 
Mr. BUCHANAN said he ought to blame him- 
self for not having known that this resolution was 
0 come up this morning. He should very much 





ernment of Great Britain in relation to the interpretation 
of the tenth article of the treaty of August, 1642, known as 
the Ashburton treaty, accompanied by information of any 


action which may have occurred in execution of this article 
| On the part of the authorities of the United States. 


FOX AND WISCONSIN RIVERS. 

The bill making a grant of land for the im- 
| provement of Fox and Wisconsin rivers, and to 
| connect the same by a canal in the Territory of 
| Wisconsin, came up for consideration—the ques- 
| tion bejng on its engrossment for a third reading. 





| in the columns of the leading journals of the Uni- 
| ted States, openly charging those who, on the 
| basis of justice and equity, denied the right of 
| England to the absolute (for such she had) pos- 
| session of Oregon, with calm, deliberate, and cold- 
| blooded determination to plunge the United States 
into an uncalled-for war with the most powerful 
| nation on earth. Mr. A. here read from the Con- 
| gressional Globe an extract, which agreed with 
| the report contained in the Intelligencer, and also 
| with bis own recollection, from a speech deliv- 
| ered by Mr. Ancuenr in the early part of the ses- 
| sion, so describing the motives of Senators op- 
| posed to him on this question. Mr. A.-had no 
| idea of attributing to that gentleman any intention 
of reflecting personally on the motives of any 
| Senator. . 
| Mr. ARCHER would interrupt the gentleman 
| for a moment, to disclaim the most remote inten- 
tion of offering any discourtesy to the Senators 
on the opposite side in the remarks just quoted. 
Mr. ATCHISON did not suppose the gentle- 
man had any such intention, but, unfortunately, 
his intentions could not be known to the public; 
for his words, as reported, could bear no other 





oS AEC SOLE SUELO TNT GS ITE TIE a 































ene OR ae 







, 
See eee en et eae 
a a 






































joint occupancy of Oregon. 


—— 


confined, so as to apply to the Senators and mem- 
bers from the West, and not to the representa- | 
tives of any other portion of the people. What | 
motive, then, he asked, could the West have to 
wish a war with England, or any other country? 
Was the West more favored, or would a war 
place her in a better position than any other part 
of our commoncountry? Would she be exempt 
from supplying her portion of men and money to 
carry on such war? Instead of deriving any ben- | 
efit beyond her sister States, the West would, 
most likely, from her position, be called on to 
suffer greater hardships. If the history of the 
last war was referred to, it would then be found | 
that, in the Northwest and Southwest, all the 
glory earned by the arms of our country was ob- | 
tained. The Senator from Virginia, in deprecat- | 
ing the evils of a war, painted vividly the dangers 
to which the sea-board States would be subject, as 
if to show that those States would be the only 
sufferers, while the western States would rest in 
comparative security, and have nothing to do, in 
the event of victory, but to share its benefits and | 
glory; buta reference to the history of the last | 
war, and to the geography of the country, would 
at once prove that Ohio, Illinois, Michigan, Mis- 
souri, and Arkansas, exposed a far greater, and 
still less undefended, frontier to the attacks of the 
enemy than the sea-board States for which that | 
honorable Senator felt so much interested. In 
denying the imputation so endeavored to be cast 
on the Senators of the West, let him not be un- 
derstood to say that they have no interest in wish- 
ing to dissolve the treaty which provided for the 
They had an inte® 
est, and he avowed it—it was an interest in pre- 
serving inviolate the honor and dignity of the | 


construction. Those words were also carefally | 


nation; and to do so, in their opinion, the first || 


step to be taken, though perhaps not absolutely 
necessary, was to adopt this resolution, so as to | 
lead to the anonulling of the treaty; and by doing 
80, leave our people at large to occupy, as they 
had a right to do, the country in dispute. As to 
negotiitions for settling boundaries or limits, he, 
for one, had no faith in them; for, whether the 
demands on the part of this country were just or 
otherwise, she was sure to come off a loser. The 
treaty settling the Maine boundary, on the bor- 
ders of the Atlantic, which took from us one 
fourth of that State, left us little benefit to hope 
from a treaty to be executed here to settle the 
boundaries of a country lying thousands of miles 
from the Atlantic. The treaty of 1818—which 
gave to Great Britain a joint occupancy on no 
ground of right but on her simple, and, as he was 
prepared to show, unfounded assertion of the 
territory being open to the claims of all the world 
—was, as all subsequent treaties were to this 
country, unfortunate; and among all of them, 
there could be found but one saving clause, and 
that was the one now proposed to be carried into |! 
effect by the resolution, to give the twelve months’ 
notice required to do away with what was falsely 
called joint occupancy. 

Prior to the treaty of 1818, our title to the Ore- 
gon rested on the discovery of the mouth of the 
Columbia, in the year 1792, by an American cit- | 
izen in an American ship—Captain Gray, of the || 
ship Columbia. This discovery, by the law of |} 
nations, together with the purchase of Louisiana, || 
entitles us to the whole valley of the Columbia, 
including the territory from 42° to 51° north lati- 
tude; but, although satisfied so far, he had doubts 
whether, without the aid of such discovery or | 
purchase, we did not subsequently establish a far | 
stronger and more extensive claim by the title 
acquired by our purchase from Spain. 

Mr. A. went on to show that the title acquired 
from Spain, which could not be disputed, gave to | 
this country a right up to 61° north latitude; but 
having, jointly with England, ceded to Russia 
the territory lying between 54° 40’ and 61° north 
latitude, there was no occasion to argue our right 
beyond the bounds of 549, nor even did we go so 
far; for, merely claiming the extent to which we 
were enuued by the discovery of Captain Gray, || 
we left to England from 51° to 54° ri and con- |) 
fined our demand to the territory lying between || 
42° and 51° north latitude. Proposals made by | 
the American minister, in 1823, to the Govern- 
ment in England, by direction of the Secretary of 
State, to limit our demand to 51° north latitude, 
and subsequently to reduce that to 49°, was 











peace found them, as a matter of course, broken 


from their immense English capital, the influence 


from importing all articles necessary for carrying | 


' the American fur trade, which in 1818 was a 











treated with scorn and contempt. Our proposals, | into an uncalled-for war, he maintained 
humiliating as they were, could not satisfy their || did not go so far as Great Britain herself 


rapacious desires; but they.would, indeed, take, 
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from 49°,a course due west, until it would inter- || 


sect the northeast branch of the Columbia river. 
This modest proposal on the part of Great Britain 
would only give to her eight and one half degrees; 
while to the United States it would leave the equi- 
table portion of four degrees and one half, and 
that of the most worthless part of the country. 
The treaty which went to secure joint occupancy, 
did so only in name; for, in fact, Great Britain 
held exclusively. 

In 1810, a citizen of New York, named Astor, 
established a fur-trading depot at the mouth of 
the Columbia river; and from that time up to 1813 | 
extended his business, by the erection of similar 
depots throughout the country; but war breaking 
out, he was obliged to leave, and on return of | 


| 


| 
| 


up. In 1818, the Northwestern and Hudson’s | 
Bay Company had extended their influence, b 
the erection of forts on each side of the river; and, | 


that such capital and forts gave them over the 
Indian tribes, and the advantages they derived | 


on their opere tions, they banished American com- | 
etition, and placed the territory, not in the joint, | 

but in the sole occupation of Great Britain. To 

prove this fact, it was only necessary to say that | 


| source of wealth and competence to many, was | 


| in 1842 reduced to $2,000. 


| tion in such light; but if they did, it could not be 
| that, in any negotiation with England, this coun- 


| a resort to arms should, in his opinion, be the last 


| seemed so much to dread it. 


_man of the Committee of Foreign Relations; who, 
in telling them of this special minister, did not | 


|The President of the United States refused, dur- 
| ing the last session, to give information on this 


j and as to an i 


He denied that the | 

roposer of the resolution, or those acting with 
ies. intended the slightest discourtesy to Eng- 
land, or her special minister, sent here for a spe- 
cial purpose; nor did he suppose that England or 
her minister would view the passing this resolu- | 


helped. Fromexperience, he was led to suppose | 


try had much to lose, and naught to gain; and | 


resort. Neither did he think there was much | 
weight to be given to the arguments of those who 


This resolution was introduced before anything | 
was heard of a special minister with powers to 
settle the question; and all they knew about the 
matter was what they had heard from the chair- | 


say where he derived his own information from. | 





subject, called for by the Senate, on the ground | 


| that there was a negotiation pending or about to || 
| commence; and again,in his message on the open- | 
| ing of this session, he alludes to the subject in the 


same way; so that the Senate is left without light 
to act, further than the unofficial statement of the 


| chairman of Foreign Relations, and the indistinct 
| references of the 


resident to the subject—refer- | 
ences which led him (Mr. A.) to suppose that the 


| President was himself in a state of uncertainty as 
| to whether any negotiation was or would be had || 


on the matter. 
This question had been a subject of discussion 
for the last thirty years; but whenever brought 
up, it was met with a cry that any action would 
be a violation of agreement; or a negotiation was 
pending; or the territory was not worth contend- 
ing for; or it covered too great an extent of terri- | 


; 
tory for us to populate or legislate for; but all | 


| these were idle pretexts, which would not satisfy 


the people. The great mass of American people | 


are as yet patriotic; they are as yet uncorrupted; | 


with American hearts uncontaminated with the 
leprosy of dollars and cents; and with a spirit 


| civiland criminal process, over the whole 





|| jects. 





| 





——— 
that we 
Mr. A. here read an extract froma Brit 


: : ish act 
of Parliament, which gave power to arr es 


e8t, on 
: : 2 Oregon 
territory, and as far east as the frontiers of Mis 


souri and Arkansas. By this law, an America 
citizen, for an alleged crime against British laws 
may be arrested in this (so-called) territory of 
joint occupation, and carried ironed into Canada 
if the crime is supposed to merit death or trang. 
portation, and there punished. Was this, he 
asked, not going further towards war, than a 
thing done or said on this side? 

Any notice from America to erect a fort or mi). 
itary post for the protection of her traders, is me, 
by one from England that she will do the same 
All that was asked, wasa fair construction of the 
law; but not such construction as England, for 
her own interest, may think fit to make. 

All we ask is action on the part of Government 
to assure our citizens that, if they emigrate, the 
shall not be negotiated away; that they shall not 
be made, against their inclinations, British gub. 
This resolution, if passed, will be a suff. 
cient guarantee. Pass it, and the people of the 
West alone will take possession, and from one 
unbroken column, from the Rocky Mountains to 
the Mississippi. Let Government take but a 
single step, and the people will do the rest; and 
if by doing so we earn the wrath of England, 
why let it come, even in its most hideous, horri- 
ble, and destructive from. But let England take 
care, that, while warring for a remote corner of 
territory, she will not lose her foothold on this 
continent, together with all the islands she holds 
in its neighborhood. If we are to have a war, 
let it be with England, our ancient and implac- 
able enemy. But our object is not to bring on war; 
it is to occupy the land we are entitled to; and if 
war follows our doing so, why, let it come. Be- 
fore we yield an inch by negotiation, let our com- 
mon country sink—let all be lost. Political nego- 
tiation was only throwing dust in the eyes of 
the people; but it would serve to blind them no 
longer. If we want to avoid war, leta territorial 
government be appointed, and proper agenis, 
fully authorized, sent out for the protection of 
our citizens from the dangers that must arise 
from their collision with a foreign and unfriendly 
per Let that be done before the first drop of 

lood is shed, and peace may be preserved; but 
delay it longer, and war is inevitable. 

Mr. CHOATE addressed the Senate for an 
hour and a half in reply. He was in favor of the 
motion to refer the resolution to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations. It was a subject of great 
delicacy, and required all the examination and 
consideration which would be there given to it 
previous to the decision of the Senate. It wasa 
question with regard to which the slightest mis- 
take might involve notonly the amicable relations 


any- 


| of this country and Great Britain, but, in its re- 


sults, might affect the whole world. 

It seemed to him that it was perfectly plain, on 
the face of the resolution itself, that it was notin 
that form which eould be considered unobjection- 
able, even if the time and occasion warranted its 
adoption. It was not a joint resolution, requiring 
the sanction of both Houses of Congress; but a 
specific resolution of the Senate, putting forward 
a senatorial requisition. However, for the sake 
of argument. supposing it was not objectionable 
on that ground: did it not propose to change the 
foreign relations of this country with one of the 
most powerful nations of the world? and was tt 
not proper, on such an occasion, to have the con- 
currence and advice of the entire legislative body 
of the country? He concurred in all that had 
been said, on a former day, by the Senators from 


paramount in their bosoms for the advancement || Virginia and Kentucky, [Messrs. ARcHER and 


| of national honor and glory. 


He had resided, from the time he could call | 


himself a man, among the people of the far West. | 


He knew their feelings, and could vouch for their | 


_ patriotism; and while the Maine boundary ques- 


tion was pending, their feelings of anxiety could | 
not be greater if the dismemberment of the Union 
was threatened; nor could anything exceed their 
indignation when they heard the result. As to 


‘the arguments used on the other side—of want of 


reat 
em; 
ination to plunge the coyntry 


courtesy to the British Government—too 
extent of territory, he gave no weight to 


j 


Moreueap,] as to the indiscretion of adopung 
such a resolution, pending a negotiation on the 
very subject invited by our own Government. 

It might be said by the gentlemen who advo- 
cated the resolution, that their minds were made 
up; that negotiation could only prejudice our un- 
doubted right; and that their object was to throw 
obstacles in the way of any negotiation. But he 
was rejoiced to find, by the very eloquent remarks 
of the Senator from ieee. [Mr. Arcuison, 
who had just addressed the Senate, that he b 
not taken that ground; but that his great anxiety 
was to secure our right from the forty-second 
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rallel of north latitude to the fifty-fourth par- 
allel, which every American citizen concurs our 
iaim, of right, extends to. But, now that all 
oeher subjects of difficulty with Great Britain are 
ajusted, and a negotiation is afoot to settle this, 
aid seem to him, at least, prudent to wait and 
ive a reasonable time for its adjustment. He 
Fad no apprehension that, in this negotiation, our 
Government would give up one iota of its claim 
or right to the full territory from 420 to 54° 40’; 
put, if ample and satisfactory equivalents were 
offered, eminently advantageous to this country, 
would it not be well to have time to consider the 
subject, and decide upon it with a full knowledge 
of the importance of the adjustment which could 
be made? . ; 

When a difficulty exists which may, by an 
imprudent step on either side, lead to war, every 
wise and prudent man must desire a treaty to ad- 
‘yst that difficulty, and would gladly go into a 
negotiation having for its object an amicable ar- 
rangement. And if such a treaty were actually 
on foot, would not every wise and prudent man, 
rather than risk aten-thousandth partof its chance 
of success, defer any unnecessary action that 
might thwart it? : 

Now, with regard to the propriety or necessity 
of this resolution at all, he confessed he did not 
very clearly see his way at present. The con- 
yention which it proposes to abrogate has existed 
now some six-and-twenty years; and having 
waited so long without any prejudice to our title, 
why, was it sapposed we could not wait at least 
six months longer, to see what was likely to be 
the result of the negotiation now pending? The 
passing of such a resolution could have no good 
effect, and could hardly fail of having an injuri- 
ouseffect. Sagacious and experienced diploma- 
tists, meeting in negotiation, know that the object 
they have in view was to supersede the necessity 
for such notice from either side, and would act 
accordingly. But pass this resolution, and you 
are notat liberty, when the twelve months ex- 
pire, to take any other stand than that of hostil- 
ity; for it declares your meaning to be, that you 
will then assert your right to the whole territory 
by force, if necessary. Now, hecould very well 
imagine, without any such resolution, that it 
might beexpedient and proper for one negotiator 
tosay to another: ** I know the temper of our peo- 
ple so well that I can safely say, if we do not 
adjust this matter, they will assert their right to 
the whole territory by force.’? There could be no || 
discourtesy in that, by way of argument. But 
to meet him by a legislative declaration to that | 
effect would be a sure means of provoking resist- | 
ance,and oreaking off all negotiation. He did 
not know but it might be argued that, if a war re- 
sulted from such a declaration, it would not be 
without its benefits, as the home industry of the 





and manfacturers of the North would then have 
a fair opportunity of convincing gentlemen of 
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shed on either side would bea declaration of war. 


Were we prepared beforehand for that event in 
that quarter? Was there not the greatest proba- 
bility that Great Britain would take the notice in 


| the way in which it was meant, and, during the 


twelve months, prepare for the consequences? 


| She could secure the mouth of the Columbia with 
| ten guns from the Sandwich Islands. Her ar- 
| rangements for the event would all be in advance, 


and ours only to begin, 

He denied that England had ever shown a set- 
tled purpose, or any purpose, to make an agri- 
cultural colonization in the Oregon territory. Her 


| solicitude was entirely for the interests of her 


Hudson’s Bay Company; and those interests ex- 
tended not beyond those of hunting and trading 
for furs. The Hudson’s Bay Company was not 
in the territory on a claim of right, but on leave 
—the leave of joint occupation; and that could not 
in the least invalidate our title. It was so con- 
sidered by Mr. Albert Gallatin. Now, even the 
Hudson’s Bay Company had no power from Eng- 


| land, in its charter, to make any colonization set- 
| tlements in the territory; and if some agents be- 
longing to it had taken up and cultivated small 


garden spots or farms, it was evidently subject 
to the contingency of their becoming American 


| citizens, when the business of the company should 
| fail in that region, (hunting, and trading in furs,) 
and it should be obliged to move further north in 
| quest of game. 


Mr. C. here went into a lengthened argument 
to show that, as the agricultural colonization from 
this country increased in the Oregon territory, 
the interests and motives of the Hudson’s Bay 


Company for continuing there declined; and its 


agents and retired servants, becoming residents 
and cultivators, of necessity merged into the 
American population, not deriving any title from 
the company to their lands, for it had none to 
give, and possessing no grants from the British 
Government, which had never assumed to make 


any. 
ie argued, from these premises, that, in the 


natural course of things, time was doing more 
for us than either war or negotiation could do; 
that our citizens were settling there as cultivators 
of the soil, and would continue to emigrate there, 
till the country was no longer fit for the occupa- 
tion of mere trappers and hunters. The Hudson’s 
Bay Company and all its retainers had already 
foreseen this, and prepared for its retreat, by pur- 
chasing up the Russian Fur Company’s right to 
hunting, trapping, and trading, through the north- 
ern region to the frozen sea. Inavery few years 
our own population would, quietly, peacefully, 
almost silently, take possession of the territory. 
Already, every resident cultivating the land, 
whether half-breed or British subject, anxiously 
desired to be numbered among American citi- 
zens, and placed under the protection of our Gov- 
| ernment, 

| Fully satisfied that this state of things was en- 





South Carolina and Alabama that they could 
make a market for their productions at home, as 
good as the foreign market. But the calamities 
of war to a whole people so far outweighed all 
the incidental adyantages which individuals could 
glean from it, that they could not but be shunned 
atany sacrifice less than that of honor. 

We had invited this negotiation. What would 
be thought of us if we were to meet the English 
minister sent to treat with us, with such a resolu- 
tion as this on his coming through the ice at New 
York to land upon our shores? Should we make 
such a communication in advance of any negotia- 
tion, what could be its effect on a sensitive and 
proud mind, but that of prejudice to our cause? 
What would be our feelings in his place? The 
same blood courses in the veins of the mother and 
the daughter; that which stirs up the pride and 
resentment of the one, would have the same effect 
upon the other. We can then easily judge, from 
examining our own hearts, what would be the 
effect, hat (he asked) would be the state of 
things at the end of twelve months, should this 
notice be given? There would then be no existin 
convention. It would be understood by all British 
subjects in Oregon that we contemplated taking 
forcible possession of the Territory. American 
citizens there would conceive their right asserted 
by this Government. Jealousies and disputes 
must immediately rise; and the first drop of blood 


country would be stimulated, and the mechanics 


| tirely favorable to us, and that time was doing 
| everything for this country that could be desired, 
he would, for himself, be best pleased that the ex- 
isting convention should be allowed to remain in 
force for twenty years yet to come; being we! 
convinced in his own mind, that, by that time, 
| all difficulty would vanish, and that Great Brit- 
ain would no longer think of putting forward any 
| claim to the territory. 
| He referred to the circumstances of England, 
which had induced her wisest and most philan- 
| thropic statesmen to push emigration from the 
| northern country to the utmost limit, for pur- 
| poses of colonization abroad; and contended that, 
with all the zeal and anxiety to raise up new col- 
onies, Oregon had never been mentioned as a 
place for British emigration; showing plainly 
that the English Government never for a moment 
contemplated any such thing as an agricultural 
occupation of the territory. 
Mr. DAYTON next obtained the floor, and 





expressed his intention of addresging the Senate | 


on the subject; but, the uaual hour of adjournment 
havin 


ment. 

The question being 
concurred in; and the 
journed. 


ut, was unanimous! 
nate accordingly ad- 


arrived, and considering that this was | 
Washington’s birthday, he did not wish to de- | 
tain the Senate, and therefore moved an adjourn- | 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. | 
Tuurspay, February 22, 1844. 


The SPEAKER, in compliance with resolu- 
tions of the House, has made the following ap- 
pointments to fill vacancies that have occured in 
the standing committees by the resignations of 
Messrs. Wise, Gilmer, and Wilkins: 


Judiciary—Mr. Doveras. 
| WMaval Affairs—Mr. Herrick. 
| Foreign Iffairs—Mr. Hammett. 


The Journal having been read, 

| Mr. KENNEDY, of Maryland, announced the 
| attendance of his colleagues, Messrs. Causin, 
| Preston,and Brenaue, lately elected Represent- 
| atives from the State of Maryland; and these gen- 
| tlemen having presented themselves at the table, 
| the oath to support the Constitution was admin- 
istered to them by the Speaker, 


REP IRT ON THE RULES. 


The SPEAKER announced that the first busi- 
ness in order was the report of the select commit- 
| tee on the rules, on which subject the gentleman 
| from Alabama [Mr. Detter] was entitled to the 
| floor. 

Mr. HENLEY asked permission of the gentle- 
man from Alabama to move for a suspension of 
the rules, in order to submit a resoluuon fixing a 
day for the adjournment of Congress; but Mr. 
De tet, learning that the time would be taken 

| from the hour allotted to him, declined giving 
| way. 
| Mr. DELLET then observed that, in the re- 
| marks he proposed to submit upon the question 
| under consideration, he should refer, in the first 
| instance, to facts and circumstances which had 
| occurred there, in presence of that national Le- 
| gislature; and he should also refer to circum- 
stances which were of acknowledged record in 
| the history ofthe country. He should doso with 
| fairness and impartiality; and if the conclusions 
| he should draw happened to be unpalatable to 
| some of those who listened to him, he should not 
stop to inquire whether they were so or not. He 
| should endeavor to avoid several gt which 
| had been cursorily adverted to in the debate, and 
| touch lightly on others which had been more 
| elaborately dwelt on. 

The report of the select committee had pre- 
| sented for the government of the proceedings of 
| the House a set of rules, with the old rule pro- 
| hibiting the reception of abolition petitions 
| stricken out. There would be but little dobais on 
| this question among those who opposed this mo- 
| 
| 
| 
| 


tion, if the nature of the circumstances under 
which this report was made was reversed. If 
| those who insisted on striking out this rule were 
| of the South, and the South were at the North, 
| what would be the language of gentlemen who 
| now are such strenuous advocates for the recep- 
tion of abolition petitions? They would be heard 
| holding up the Constitution, proclaiming it as the 
| sacred shield which would protect them in their 
| rights. They would not be heard, session after 
| session, and day after day, insisting on present- 
| ing these petitions, and on their being referred 
'and debated; and in these conclusions he was 
| warranted by the facts. 
‘| Mr. D. then went on to give a description of 
| the various classes of abolition petitions that had 
| been presented, and asked for what purpose they 
| were brought here? No one believed that Con- 
| gress could act on this subject in any manner what- 
| ever. Those who had been the most industrious 
| in the presentation of these petitions acknowl- 
| edged that Congress had no jurisdiction over the 
| subject. 
| The member from Ohio, [Mr. Gippines,] 80 
| anxious for something to hanganabolition speech 
| on, had seized upon the resolution of the gentle- 
| man from New Hampshire, asking for informa- 
|| tion in relation to the home squadron. The 
| gentleman asked for whose benefit this home 
squadron was established, and then answered the 
'| question himself. He said it was established to 
protect the interests of the South, and to catch 
runaway negroes; and added that he wished they 
would all run away. The gentleman went fur- 
ther, and said that the national flag was disgraced 

in protecting the interests of slaveholders. Was 
| the national flag disgraced when it was supported 
| by the Father of his Country at Trenton, at Ger- 
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mantown, and at Yorktown? Was it Gingroced | defiance of the Constitution, and of the duty | 
when it was borne by the Pinckneys and Lau- || which they owed to every part of this Union. | 
renses and Sumters and Marions of the South, Viewing the matter thus, the gentlemanfrom New | 
all slaveholders, when the British army retreated || York had thought proper to extend to the South 
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and worked harder, and fed lighter, 
{Laughter.} 
But a gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. W 


others. 


before it? Was it disgraced when planted by a | 
single brigade, under the command of a slave- | 
holder, in the face of the British, at Lundy’s | 
Lane? Was it disgraced when borne by the hand | 
of a slaveholder at the sortie of Fort Erie? Was 

it disgraced at Tippecanoe and the Thames, when 

sustained and supported by the gallant band who | 
accompanied a slaveholder? Was it disgraced 

and dishonored at the battle of the Horse-shoe 

and at Pensacola, or at the battle of the 8th of | 
January, when sustained by a slaveholder, be- 
fore a British army of superior force, and when 
that army was vanquished? The gentleman, 
however, said that our flag was disgraced in pro- 
tecting the rights of the South; and this had been 
heard in silence, and without rebuke. There had 
been no indignation attempted to wither and blast 
the individual who could thus dishonor his coun- 
try, and defame the living and the dead, But the 
gentleman did not want the American flag to pro- 
tect the interests of the South, because Ohio was 
taxed to support the Navy. Was the South 
never taxed to defend Ohio? The gentleman 
wished to wash his hands of everything con- 
nected with slavery; but his hands never could 


be washed; for his State had dipped her hands || 


in the matter of which he complained, and bear 
it he should, and bear it he must. When Ohio 
adopted the Federal Constitution, why did she 
not complain of this stigma of slavery, and re- 
fuse to take it as part and parcel of the compact? 
But she did not complain; she adopted it, and 
took upon herself all the obligations imposed by 
it. The duty of the gentleman, therefore, to his 
country, and his allegiance to his State, would 


compel him to sustain that Constitution, ney 


vent him from washing his hands of one o 
compromises. 

One gentleman had said the world was at peace; 
and therefore **cut down your Navy.’’ ‘ You 
cannotrival Great Britain, and therefore cut down 
your Navy.’’ And gentlemen cried * cut down 
your home squadron, and do not keep it to pro- 
tect the interests of the South, and to hunt and 
catch runaway slaves.”” 
proclaimed at atime when England was taking 
Oregon, and looking for the control of Texas. 
Oh! if those gentlemen could only see Texas and 
Oregon and the West Indies belonging to the 
same Power that controls Canada, then with them 
the delightful consummation of this abolition tri- 
umph would be accomplished; and thus the work 
of fifty-odd years was to be put at hazard, and 
to be jeoparded; and for what? 
tlemen said merely to gratify the Abolitionists. 
They were to permit these abolition petitions to 


its 


be presented here, said some, merely that the right | trict had been located in New Hampshire. 


And this was said and | 


Ee somegen- | 


some very gracious advice. The gentleman said 
to the South, ** keep cool; don’t getexcited. Oh, 
no, don’t get excited; receive these petitions, and 


this agitation would be quieted—would abate.” | 


Now, would that gentleman permit him to give 
to him some advice? and it was, that he should 


speak to his people in the North, on this abolition | 


qensben in a different tone than that in which 
| they were usually answered. 


| cerned, 


| Why? Because the gentleman had told the House 


_ that if the petitions asked for anything unconsti- | 
| tutional, the House might reject them. That was 


_ one of his postulates. Let him, therefore, tell his 


constituents, that, on the subject of slavery in the | 
| States, their petitions ought not to be received; | 
| they ought not to be considered; and, therefore, | 
If the gentle- | 


| that he would not present them. 

man would take this ground sturdily at home, he 
| would be better employed than in advising the 
| South to keep cool, when this agitation was kept 


|| uparound them, and when the Abolitionists were 


| boasting that their numbers were rapidly increas- 
| ing. 
But the gentleman said, though it was uncon- 
| stitutional to touch the question of slavery in the 
| States, it was constitutional to legislate on the 
| subject of slavery in the District of Columbia. 
| Now, when the Constitution was adopted, whose 
| interests were involved? Did it not cover and 
protect the interests of every individual over whom 
it was thrown? Every part and parcel of the 
| country was protected and shielded by that in- 
| strument. Where, then, did the gentleman get 
his doctrine, that Congress could legislate on the 
| subject of slavery, or abolish slavery in the Dis- 
| trict of Columbia? Did he get it from the ces- 
| sions of Virginiaor Maryland? If he did, it was 
| the first time that ever a lawyer had pronounced 


|| the doctrine that the power to legislate was power 


| to change a constitution; or that an act of a Le- 
gislature was to alter, or abrogate, or amend any 
| portion of a constitution. 

Mr. BEARDSLEY rose to explain. 

Mr. DELLET declined to yield any portion of 
his time; and he again sled ‘orhoes the gentle- 
man got his power to legislate on the subject of 
slavery in the District of Columbia? Suppose 
| this District, instead of being placed where it now 
stood, had been placed in New Hampshire, for 
| instance, where he believed there was not even 

the semblance of slavery; would the gentleman’s 
/ argument hold good? If Congress could act so 
as to abolish slavery in the District of Columbia, 
it could legislate to establish slavery, if this Dis- 


of petition might not be infringed! They were || the gentleman believe Congress had power to do 


to acknowledge the right to present such petitions 
—the right to have them received, referred, con- 


sidered, and reported upon; and thus the work of | 


that? But such was the consequence of his argu- | 


| ment. 
| Other gentlemen who contended that Congress 


fifty years was tobe put athazard! And gentle- || had the power to legislate on the subject of sla- 
men would see, unmoved, all that had been ac- | very here, had quoted, in support of their posi- 


complished, thus offered up to their Moloch; and | n 
thus they could strike down the Constitution, and || gentlemen, like county-court lawyers, had read 


all law and order which had been established | 


under that law. 

Some gentlemen had contended, to strengthen 
the claim to present these abolition petitions, that 
the people had the right to petition for a redress 


tion, the language of Mr. Madison; but those 


just as much as answered their purpose, and 


| omitted other parts which should have been read 
to make the subject plain and intelligible. He | 


would, therefore, for the information of the 
| House, read further extracts from Mr. Madison 


of grievances. Slavery, said the gentleman from || on the same subject. 


New York, [Mr. Bearpstey,] 1s a grievance. | 
That was taken for granted; but the gentleman | 


nor did he give himself any trouble to show to | 


the people, it was a grievance. The gentleman 
assumed it to be a grievance; and if it were so, to 
whom was itagrievance? Was ita grievance to 
those who were not connected with it except in- 
cidentally—except that the same General Gov- 


as well asthe other? Wasita grievance to the 
Abolitionists? In what way did it interfere with 
them? Why, not acall. The only connection 


machinations; and because, choosing to deem it 


highly immoral, they agitated the country with a | 
matter with which they had nothing to do, in | 


The honorable gentleman read the extracts re- 


Another gentleman [Mr. Severance] who had 
argued this question, suggested that the people 


this agitation would notcease, And what reason 
| did he give? Why, he said that when the south- 
| ern slaves were liberated, the Yankees could come 


/of the South. He knew the Yankees had great 


Let the gentleman | 
| tell them, ** so far as slavery in the States is con- | 
our petitions ought not to be received.” | 


Did | 





| 
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| who was not now in his seat, had proclaimed 
that he ceased to wage war any 
subject. ,This he (Mr. D.) regretted. If the pp 
| tleman had lost his armor, he had but to - 
a message to that old mother who had 
| sustained and taken care of him; and j; 
days he might have had new and brighte 
and then he might have taught Hector that 
Achilles was himself again. 
asked) did the memorial from the Massachus 
Legislature come? 
guage /—** That slavery will be abolished in this 
country, and threughout the world; I firmly be. 
lieve; whether it will be done peaceably, or } 
blood, God only knows. But that it shall be 
accomplished, I have not a doubt; and by what. 
ever means, I say let it come.”’ 
ever means, I say let itcome!’’ That was the 
prayer offered in transitu to the throne of mere 
By blood or otherwise, let it come ! 
Mr. ADAMS. 


imed 
longer on this 


dispatch 
80 long 
na few 
r armor, 
But whence (he 
ettg 


And whence came this lan. 


Yes, * by what. 


y. 


Let itcome. 


Mr. DELLET. Yes, let it come; no matter 
what havoc shall ensue amongst the five millions 
of men, women, and children of the South! Ler 
them all be served up to satiate the Moloch of 
those assailants of the Constitution, and for the 
purpose of offering’ up sweet incense to the holy 
—thrice holy Abolitionists! The right of petition 
had been dwelt upon, and gentlemen had quoted 


disregarding the petitions of the five millions of 
citizens of the South, Yes, they could listen to 
the petitions of Abolitionists, but they could not 


listen to the 


of the fica. 


titions of five millions of the people 
There was, to the apprehension 


of the gentlemen, it seemed, a pith, a marrow,a 
substance, in the petitions of the Abolitionists, 
which no others possessed. The people of the 
South, petition as they might, could never obtain 


the ear of the gentlemen. 


He did not say that 


the people of the South had petitioned the House 


upon the subject of slavery. 


In fact, they had 


not, and never would; but their petitions were 
written in the Constitution of this nation. From 
that instrument they were staring gentlemen in 


the face at the very moment when abolition peti- 


tions were being presented to the House, _ 
But, laying aside the constitutional question, 


he would ask, would they consent, as a matter of 


expediency, to give the preference to the petitions 


of a few hundreds, or even thousands, of Aboli- 
tionists, over the petitions of five millions of the 
people of the South ? But he proceeded to inquire, 
(and he did it through no disrespect,) whence 
was it that the most astute and industrious advo- 
cate of the abolition petitions derived his present 

| notions upon the subject of slavery; and when it 
was that they first took possession of his breast? 
'| He would certainly have supposed that age so 
advanced, industry so untiring, learnin 
mulated, honors and confidence so a 
| bestowed by a just if not a grateful country, 
held the gentleman, when speak- 

ing of a class of the citizens of this Union, from 
applying to them the odious term “ slaveholder.” 
hence was it that the gentleman had received 
| his first political honors? 


| 











him, with all these rewards of a grateful country, 


|| would have with 


Slaveholders. 
ferred to, and then said: These were Mr. Madi- | tary of State? Slaveholders. 
from New York did not take time to prove it, || son’s views on the subject, in which it was shown | made him the chief among ten thousand, and 

that he was of opinion that Congress had no || placed him in the presidentialchair? Slavehold- 
what part of this nation, or to what portion of | power, by the Constitution, which authorized it || ers. And yet, with all these honors thick upon 
| to legislate on that subject; and that any attempt 
|, to exercise such power would be a usurpation. 


British authority in its support, while they were 
‘| 
| 
! 
| 


in an honorable mission abroad ? 
| slaveholder. Who placed him in the college of 
the diplomatic world, in which he gained that dis- 
tinction to which he was so eminently entitled? 
Who made him afterwards Secre- 
And who lastly 


} he calls his benefactors slaveholders. 


| 


There was a strong disposition on the 
they had with it was brought about by their own || and occupy the most profitable and beneficial land || a large portion of the people of this country to 


imitate what oy, 


anxiety to do so anyhow; and he knew, also, that | Britain. He wou ten’ 
the Yankees made about the toughest masters, || to the morality of Great Britain. 


He was one among those who, in 1824, pre- 
| ferred the civil qualifications of the gentleman to 
of the East could not get land enough in their | those of a military character in t 
ernment extended over one portion of this Union | own neighborhood; and that so long as water ran, | Chief Magistrate of the Union, He need not ask 

| to be pardoned by the gentleman; but he did ask 
| the forgiveness of his country. 


called the moraiity of Great 
ask the attention of gentlemen 
ica, most 
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water. Many of the deck passengers were 
drowned in their beds, Some saved themselves 
by swimming, aided by pieces of plank, and other 
buoyant articles that floated from the wreck 
Children perished with cold in their rescued 
mother’s arms; others mourned parents lost; and 
the widow’s wail was heard amid the accumulated 
horrors of that scene. 

If this was a solitary case, it would not be en- 
titled—melancholy, afflicting, and heart-rending 
as it was—to claim more than the liveliest sym- 
pathies of Congress; but when it was considered 
that they were of weekly occurrence, and subject 
the immense trade and commerce of the West to 
heavy losses, (thereby diminishing its value, now 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 








lights of home. At twelve o'clock the boat struck || States, nearly two thirds of it belongs to the || izens of Fairfax count , Virginia, askin 
a snag, and in a few minutes the bow was under | West; and it exceeds, by forty-three thousand | recharterofthe Bank of Potomac and the 


tons, the whole steamboat tonnage of Great Brit- 

ain nine years ago, it being then but eighty-two 

thousand seven hundred and sixteen tons. 
Besides all this, the trade carried on in flat and 


| keel boats is immense—employing more than six- 


greatly exceeding the entire foreign commerce of | 


the nation,) it became entitled to the application 
of the legitimate powers of Congress also, to af- 
ford a remedy. 

Mr. B. said he was a strict constructionist. | 
He would not, for the sake of any local advant- 
age, stretch any of our powers beyond the grant; 


and, in all cases of doubt he would refuse to act. || 


He must be convinced a power had been granted, 
before he would consent to exercise it. 

We of the West believe we are entitled to the | 
full benefit of the grant to Congress “ to regulate 
commerce with foreign nations, and among the 
several States, and with the Indian tribes.’’ We 
do not believe its benefits should be exclusive, 
nor any other of the numerous blessings of this 
Government. Like the dew of heaven, they 
should descend upon all portions of our vast Con- 
federacy, in a measure suited to each respective 
position, and with an equal dispensation. 

They have never been niggard in voting such 
appropriations to benefit, increase, and protect the 
foreign commerce of the nation, as its friends 
have required; they had contributed to erect the | 


/son of working in each year. 


teen thousand persons, and a capital of $800,000; 
atl exposed to the dangers of the rivers; for which 
relief is sought. 

In contemplating an efficient plan of improve- 
ment, it will be perceived that distinet and differ- 
ent systems are required upon the Ohio and Mis- 
sissippi rivers. Upon the former, and upon a 
section of the latter, called the Upper Mississippi, 
permanent works must be constructed; but upon 
the others, such is the peculiar character of the 
stream, the principles of hydrostatics not being 
practically applicable to them, annual appropria- 
tions must be made, and for the Missouri and 
Mississippi, aslong as they flow with their wonted 
impetuosity. 

The memorialist believes,and I agree with him, 
that these rivers should be arranged in four dif- 
ferent sections—the Red and the Arkansas com- 
posing one; the lower Mississippi, another; the 


lississippi to the mouth of the Missouri, the | 


third; and the Missouri river the fourth; upon 
each of which, competent snag boats should be 
employed, with an efficient force during the sea- 
The expense of 


| these boats will be trifling compared with the 


importance of the object in view; and no doubt 


|is entertained that a yearly appropriation of 
$150,000 will accomplish all that is desired in this 


respect, 


I have, upon leave of the Senate, introduced a | 
bill, (now before the Committee on Commerce, to | 


which this memorial will go, and to whichl will 


| send some valuable statistical information,) pro- 


light-house, the stupendous breakwater, and to || 


improve the harbors of our sea-coast. They 


now ask,in return, only that they shall have |! 


such appropriations as were applicable to their 
culiar situation; and, as the western States had 
een admitted into the Union on equal footing 
with the original States, ‘‘in all respects what- 
ever,’’ they claim the application of all the un- 
questioned delegated powers of Congress for their 
benefit. Benefits and burdens should be in some 
degree reciprocal; and, as the great West is now 
the greatest consumer of your foreign imports, 
she pays into the common Treasury the greatest 
share of the national revenues. 
It was a matter of gratifying consideration to | 
witness the rapid strides with which that most 
delightful portion of the world had advanced to 
wealth and power, and how successfully her giant 
energies had been developed. Who can contem- | 
plate what will be its condition in the lapse of | 
another half century? And counting its commerce 
now by millions, hundreds of millions then will 
only be the limit. On another occasion he would 
speak more at large on this very important sub- | 
ject; his object being now simply to allude to it, 
as connected with the matter made most promi- 
nent in the memorial. 
It is estimated that the loss of boats on the 
western waters amounts to near sixty per annum, 
the most of which are destroyed in the same man- 
ner as the Shepherdess—by striking snags and 
sinking. 2 
$16,000 each, would constitute an annual loss of 
near one million dollars; and if to this we add 
their cargoes, not more than fifteen per cent. of 
which is saved, we shall have a most formidable 
sum, amounting to more than one million and a | 


half dollars. 


Independent of this, our commerce | 


posing to appropriate $250,000 for the improve- | 


ment of the navigation of the Upper Mississippi, 
I will merely remark now, that the lead trade of 
that region amounted to $1,000,000 in value, and 
consisted of forty million pounds in the past year; 


| that the lumber trade from the Saint Croix and 
_ the Chippewa rivers is constantly increasing and 
very valuable; added to which, the immense sur- 


Those boats, costing on an average || 


is subjected to grievous and onerous burdens in the || 


shape of thirty-six per cent, on the original cost 

of the boats for wages, thirty per cent. for wood, | 
eighteen per cent. for provisions, sixteen per cent. 

for contingencies, and for insurance per annum | 
fifteen per cent., besides the tolls for passing the 

canal at Louisville. To this is to be added the 

wear and tear of boats, estimated at twenty per 

cent., requiring a renewal of the capital invested | 
every five years. Upon ships navigating the 

ocean, being so much more safe than our rivers, 

their expenses are greatly diminished—insurance 

on hulls not exceeding one per cent., and the other 

items very inconsiderable in comparison. 


plus of the agricultural productions of that re- 
gion, and the foreign imports consumed there, all 
subjected to the delays and dangers of the ob- 


‘| structions, I am induced to believe these facts, 
| when properly presented, will induce the national | 


Legislature to advance in aid of the desired im- 
provement. These rivers are our ocean streams 
—they bear our productions to market, and are 


| the highways of a commerce grown to its present 
magnitude, aided by but a small portion of the | 


fostering care of the Government. Upon that 
branch of the river, sir, from the town of Alton 
alone, containing a population of not more than 
three thousand, the agricultural productions of a 
few counties adjacent were sent to market the past 
year, of the value of $1,500,000; whilst from other 
towns upon its banks and landing places, the ex- 
ports are vast, and constantly increasing. To 


such a trade and commerce,expending its millions, | 


and pouring into the lap of enterprise opulence 


and ease, and contributing so largely to the wealth | 


and power of the nation, we in the West igoke 


the constitutional aid of the national Legislature, || 


and such appropriations‘from its Treasury as may 
accomplish a great national object. 

On his motion, the memorial was then referred 
to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to 
be printed. 


Mr. TALLMADGE presented a petition from | 


Calvin Emmons, the executor of Uri Emmons, 


of New York, praying that a patent which has | 


expired may be renewed, for a cylindrical planing 
machine; which was referred to the Committee 
on Patents and the Patent Office. 


Mr. WRIGHT presented a petition from Charles 


Kohler, praying compensation for building Uni- 


ted States vessels in Florida, and for salvage, 
during the late war with Great Britain; which 


was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


Mr. FRANCIS presented a report and resolu- | 


| tions of the General Assembly of Rhode Island, 


on the subject of the claims of citizens of the Uni- 


| ted States, for French spoliations prior to 1800; 


which was referred to the Committee on Foreign 


\| Relations. 
Of the whole steamboat tonnage of the United | 


Mr. ARCHER presented a memorial from cit- 
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OR 


m for the 
| Bank of Alexandria; which was referred i 
| Committee on the District of Columbia. mG 
|| Mr, SEVIER presented a memorial 
| heads of families und representatives o 
| five hundred Cherokees, known as the treaty . 

|| Ridge party, who are entitled to a per capita i. 
| vision of money according to numbers, under th, 
| treaty of December 29, 1835, and the acts ofan 
| propriation made in pursuance thereof; ; 


from the 
f twenty. 


: a Urgin 
| that, according to ne pearaers of the said tore 
the memorialists, and each and every Cheroke, 


| of the said tribe, who emigrated since 1893 and 
| who were included in the census of 1835. ar, 
12 , » Ore en. 
| titled to a per capita sum of $150 each; thata lar 
| amount of said money had been expended unlay. 
| fully, and hence the necessity of applying to Cop. 
| gress to have the same reappropriated, so far gy 
| the memorialists, and those known as the trea, 
1 party, were concerned, and praying the examine. 
tion of the accountsand expenditures of the moneys 
| appropriated under said treaty, and an appropris. 
| tion of a sufficient amount to fulfill the said treaty 
‘so far as the memorialists are concerned. 
Mr. S. said he had no doubt of the facts states 
in the memorial—that the money had been squap. 
| dered by Ross to support him on his throne. He 
| moved that the memorial be referred to the Com. 
| mittee on Indian Affairs; which was agreed to, 

Mr. MILLER presented a memorial from 4 
number of citizens of Washington, in favor of 
| the recharter of the banks of the District of Co, 
| lumbia; whieh was laid on the table, a bill havins 
| been reported for the purpose. . 
‘|| Mr. WOODBURY presented a memorial from 
sundry citizens of New Hampshire, asking fora 
new post route from Hillsborough Bridge to Fran. 
cistown; which was referred to the Committ 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. UPHAM presented a memorial from the 
heirs of Daniel Bowen, an officer in the revolu- 
tionary army, for arrears of pension; which was 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. ATHERTON presented a petition from 
Lydia Ruadlet, for a pension; which was referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 


REMOVAL OF SAND BARS. 
On motion of Mr. SEVIER, it was 


Resolved,That the Secretary of War be instructed to er- 
amine into the drawing and plan of Captain -W. Calhoun, 
of Virginia, on the subject of removing sand bars in the 
navigable rivers of the United States, and to report to the 
Senate the opinion of the Department on the subject. 


NOTICE OF JOINT RESOLUTION, 


Mr. BENTON gave notice that he would ask 
leave to-morrow to present a joint resolution 
for the relief of Mary W. Thompson. 


REPORT FROM A COMMITTEE. 


Mr. WOOBRIDGE, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, reported a bill granting to the 
Great Western Railway Company, of Illinois, 
the right of way through the public lands; which 
was read, and ordered to a second reading, and 
the report accompanying to be printed. 


ALEXANDER S. MACKENZIE. 


The resolution of Mr. Tappan, calling for the 
proceedings of the court-martial in the case of 
Captain Alexander Slidell Mackenzie, which wss 
|| under consideration yesterday, came up again for 

consideration; and was, on the motion of Mr. 
|| TAPPAN, laid on the table. 


THE ASHBURTON TREATY: 


|| The following resolution, introduced by Mr. 
Arcner yesterday, came up for consideration: 
Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested, if it be not inconsistent with his views of the 
public interest, to communicate any correspondence which 
may have taken place with any agent or agents of the Gov- 
ernment of Great Britain, in relation to the interpretation 
of the tenth article of the treaty of August, 1842, xnowe 
y information 


|| as the Ashburton treaty, accompanied : 
any action which may have occurred in execution of this 
article, on the part of the authorities of the United States. 
Mr. KING did not know that there was any 
objection to acting on the resolution, (though the 
mover of it was not in his seat;) but a word in It 
should be altered, before it was adopted. He 
| did not know that there was any such treaty 
| the Ashburton treaty. The treaty of Washing- 
| ton was the name by which it should be under- 
stood. It might as weli be called the treaty 


‘| Daniel Webster as the Ashburton treaty. 
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1844. 


Mr. BUCHANAN thought ithad much better 


be called the treaty of Lord Ashburton, than the | 


Webster. 
=, KING remarked, that he did not intend 
oe it ought to be called either. He thought 
re hould be called the treaty of Washington, to 
Hesignate the place where it was entered into, as 
yas customary Mr. K. submitted to the Sena- 


tor (Mr. ARCHER having now appeared in his || 
seat} the propriety of altering the phraseology | 
of the resolution in the particular he indicated, | 


There was no such treaty known to them as the 

Ashburton treaty. It should read the treaty of 
ington. 

Ve RRCHER had no objection to the altera- 

ion indicated. 

uP he resolution was modified accordingly. 

Mr. ALLEN rose, he said, to make no oppo- 
sition to the resolution; on the contrary, he would 
cheerfully vote for it; but he rose barely to say 
that, if he understood the character of the resolu- 
tion, it embraced precisely the same principle as 
was contained in the one presented by him some 
days ago, which was rejected by the Senate be- 
cause it contained that principle. 
understood by the reporter to have allusion to the 


resolution making a call on the Executive, if, in | 
his opinion, it did not conflict with the public in- | 
terest, for all correspondence with the British || 


Government since the Ashburton treaty, on the 


subject of negotiations on the Oregon question. ] | 
He was gratified at the return of the Senate to | 
sound principles under the auspices of the chair- || ™ , 
|, time to time appropriated money for the purpose 


man of the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 
Mr. ARCHER did not understand to what 
resolution the Senator from Ohio had reference. 


He would only say that this resolution was the | 
counterpart to the resolution submitted afew days || 


ago (and adopted) of the Senator from Missouri, 
{Mr. BenTon,] calling for information concerning 
the administration of certain provisions of that 
treaty. 

The question was then put on the resolution, 
and it was adopted. 


INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The bill from the House making appropriation | 


for the contingent expenses of the Indian depart- 
ment, and for fulfillment of treaty stipulations 
with the various Indian tribes, was read twice, 
and referred to the Committee on Finance. 


BENJAMIN MURPHY. 


Engrossed bill for the relief of Benjamin Mur- 
phy, of Arkansas, was read the third time and 
passed. 


PEA PATCH ISLAND. 


The bill to settle the title to the Pea Patch Isl- | 


and in the river Delaware, came up in order on 
its third reading, and was, on the motion of Mr. 
HUNTINGTON, laid on the table. 


CHESAPEAKE AND OHIO CANAL. 


On motion of Mr. MERRICK, the previous || 
orders of the day were postponed, and the bill to | 
direct the transfer to the State of Maryland of the | 
stock held by the United States in the Chesapeake | 


and Ohio canal, on certain conditions, was taken 
up, as in Committee of the Whole, the question 


pending being the following substitute for the bill | 


proposed by the Committee on Roads and Canals: 


That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and required to transfer to the State of Marylend 
the $1,000,000 of stock originally subscribed by the United 
States in the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Company, and 
the $1,500,000 of stock originally subscribed by the cities of 


Washington, Georgetown, aud Alexandria, in the District | 


of Columbia, respectively, in the same company; the said 
last-mentioned stock being the stock deposited with the 
Seeretary of the Treasury by the said cities, under the pro- 
Visions of the act of Congress of the 20th of May, 1836, to 
be held and disposed of by the said State, in the same man- 
nerand under the like limitations and restrictions as are pro- 
Vided in relation to the United States by the said act; the said 
transfers of stock to be made upon the condition that the 
State of Maryland shall not at any time be permitted to fore. 


close the mortgages and liens held bythat State on the capital | 


sock and property of the said company, so as to divest the 
State of Virginia, individuals, or corporations, of their re 
*pective proportions of stock held or to be held in said 
company; and shall, moreover, provide the means, at the 
charge of the company, and procure the said canal to be 
completed to the town of Cumberland, and put into opera- 
ton, according to the present plan and estimates, as near 
as may be, by the Ist day of January, 1850, and thereafter 
keptin repair, at the cost of the company, the whole length 
of the line, from its eastern terminus, in the District of Co- 
lumbia, to the town of Cumberland; and also provide for 
the payment of the existing debts of the company ous of the 
to be derived from the tolis on the canal ; and upon the 


{[Mr. A. was | 








| further condition that there shall be granted and secured to 


|| the United States, in perpetuity, the right to transport upon 
| the said canal, through its entire length. if desired, all such 
troops, small arms, and camp equipage, as the public inter- 
est may require, free from charge ; and in like manner the 
free use of said canal for the transportation of ordnance and 
ordnance stores in times of war; and shail stipulate to 
maintain and preserve the same equal rate of tolls at all 
times, throughout the whole length of the said canal. from 

| Cumberiand to its eastern terminus, in the District of Co- 
|| lumbia; and the said State shall give her assent to the 
terms and conditions of this resolution before the end of 
| that session of her Legislature which is to commence in 
| December of the year 1844. 


| Mr MERRICK said this bil! was an old ac- 
| quaintance of the Senate, and it would not be 


| necessary to go into any detailed explanation of 
| Its provisions. 


il 
i} 
} 


| 
| 


| sketch of it, for the benefit of Senators who did 
not belong to this body when the bill was before 
| it heretofore, and to whom it was, perhaps, a 
| Stranger. It would be recollected that this Ches- 
apeake and Ohio canal was originally undertaken 
asa great national enterprise by the General Gov- 
ernment, and that the States of Maryland and 
| Virginia had cooperated. In 1828 the Govern- 
mentauthorized asubscription of $1,000,000, and 
the State of Maryland subscribed $500,000, and 
the State of Virginia $250,000. Under these cir- 
cumstances the work wascommenced, After it was 
commenced, the fiovernment changed its policy, 
and withdrew all patronage from works of inter- 
nal improvement. The State of Maryland, feel- 
ing a great local interest in the completion of the 
work, persevered up to January last, and from 


| of carrying it on, until their appropriations and 
| expenditures, on that account, had amounted to 
| $7,000,000 and upwards. A million and a half 
was subscribed by the cities of the District, and 
$450,000 by individuals. Under these appropri- 
| ations the work had advanced far towards com- 
pletion to Cumberland, one hundred and thirty- 
| four miles being open for navigation, and but fifty 
| remaining uncompleted; of which fifty, some thir- 
| ty-one and a half, at irregular intervals, were 
| completed, leaving eighteen and a half, or there- 
| abouts, of the least difficult sections, to which 
| nothing had beendone. One million six hundred 
|| thousand dollars would be required sull for the 
| completion of this canal to its terminus at Cum- 
|| berland; and $1,000,000 for the payment of the 
| debts which had been contracted by the company 
| —making about three million dollars that would 
| be required before it could be made safe or avail- 
| able. The work had been suspended some three 
or four years, and it lay now a dead weight upon 
Maryland, and was a total loss to all parties con- 
| 
{ 
| 
' 
| 


| cerned; the stock being worth, perhaps, not ten 
cents in the dollar. 

The proposition now offered to the considera- 
|| tion of Congress, was, to allow Maryland to go 
| on and complete the work, and pay the outstand- 
| ing debts herself, which siie was willing to do, 
| under these conditions. The Legislature of that 
State would go forward, and, by some means or 
| other, provide the necessary funds to complete 
| the work to Cumberland as speedily as practica- 
bie, provided the stock held by the United States 
in that enterprise be given to Maryland—that 
State deeming it unfair that she should be at the 
expense of completing the work, without the co- 
operation of the United States, when the benefit 
would accrue to the United States in the form of 
dividends upon the stock. It was proposed that the 
Generai Government should give up its interest 
|in that work, since further appropriations were 
denied, and the work itself was of no value what- 
| ever to the Government in its present incomplete 
| state, to allow Maryland to go on and complete 
| it for her own benefit. He presumed there could 
| not be any reasonable objection made to this 
| proposition. The stock proposed to be ceded, 
| consisted of the $1,000,000 originally subscribed 
| by the United States, and the $1,500,000 sub- 
| eribed by the cities of the District, since trans- 
| ferred to the United States, in consideration of 
| 





their having paid the loan contracted in Hol- 
land by said cities to pay for said subscription. 
The stock in that canal was now of no value in 
the market. It never would be of any value, 
| until the work was completed; and it never could 
|| or would be completed, unless the General Gov- 
\|}ernment provided the funds necessary for its 
| completion, or surrendered its stock to Maryland. 
1 lt was presumed and believed by that State, that 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


she could find capitalists who would undertake 
to furnish the requisite amount of money, and 
wait till the capital could be reimbursed to them 
out of the avails of the work. But Maryland 

_ could not make any such pledge, unless Congress 
surrendered its interest. 

He thought there would be no objection urged 
against this proposition. The general action of 
Congress, for the last two or three sessions,seemed 
to have been in favor of it; and he did not think 
that now, when the completion of the work was 
rendered so imperatively necessary, in order to 
make it of any value at all, the only means by 


| which that object could be effected would be de- 


He would, however, give a brief |* 


nied by Congress, 

He only made this explanation for the benefit 
of gentiemen who had not had an opportunity of 
examining into and forming their opinion on the 
subject. 

Mr. TAPPAN said the question before the Sen- 


| ate, as it struck him, was, whether the Federal 
| Government should give a million or two of dol- 
| lars to the State of Maryland, withoutany equiv- 


alent whatever. The State of Maryland had ex- 
pended money in constructing a canal for her own 
use. If she had become bankrupt by its prose- 
cution, and wanted means, that formed no reason 
why the Federal Government should help her out 
of her bankruptcy. He supposed the fact was, 
that she had expended more money than, by a 
reasonable share of economy, would have com- 
pleted that canal to Cumberland. By an examin- 
ation of works of a similar kind, in other States 
of the Union, it would be seen that this work had 
cost much more than it should have cost. He saw 


| no reason why the Government should make a 


present to the State of Maryland of this stock, 
costing $2,500,000. 

Mr. MERRICK was understood to say that 
provision was made by the bill to secure a per- 
petual right to the United States to transport her 
troops, arms, and camp equipage. 

Mr. TAPPAN knew no probability of a war 
that would require the transportation of provi- 
sions, ammunition, and troops. He thought it 
was not probable that that reservation would be 

_ any advantage to the United States. The com- 
munity at large, who were taxed to pay for the 
stock proposed to be given away, and the Gov- 
ernment of the United States, had received an 
evidence of the liberality of the State of Mary- 
land in their exorbitant charge for traveling on 
their railroad between this city and Baltimore. 
For one, he was not disposed to treat the State of 
Maryland with any greater liberality than they 
treat the Government and the public at large. 

| Mr. PORTER wentintoa history of this matter, 


| and remarked that the Committee on Roads and 


| Canals had recommended the transfer, believing 
| that, if it was«lone, the canal might be completed 
to Cumberland. In recommending the cession, 
however, the committee did not understand that 
thereby they would be giving to the State of Ma- 
_ryland $2,500,000. The stock now commanded 
no value in the market, and in giving itaway they 
were really giving nothing. One fact might be 
well menuoned. The project was originally of 
State origin—Maryland and Virginia. Under the 
policy of those States a much smaller canal was 
contemplated, They contemplated making it a 
, canal of small dimensions. It was made its pres- 
ent size in consequence of a condition annexed in 
the law of Congress, authorizing a subscription 
of $1,000,000 on the part of the Government. 
The effect of carrying out the condition of that 
_ act involved the State of Maryland more deeply 
than if the work had been constructed as com- 
| menced before the subscription on the part of the 
Government. 
| Mr. MERRICK made some further remarks 
, in support of the bill. He said the design of the 
two States was to make the canal to the Ohio 
river. They contemplated making a canal only 
thirty feet wide, and three feet deep. But the 
Government, to make it a great national work, 
subscribed $1,000,000, with the condition alluded 
to by the Senator from Michigan, {Mr. Porter.]} 
The condition was, that the canal should be sixty 
feet wide, six feet deep, so as to make it a mag- 
/ nificent work. It was now completed one hun- 
dred and thirty-four miles. The question was, 
| whether they would be willing to appropriate 
| further means, to make the stock now held 7 
| the Government valuable, or transfer that stoc 
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(which was now worthless) to the State 
ryland. 


The stock held was a dead loss to all. The Gov- | 
ernment stock would not bring $500 in the mar- 


ket; and, so long as it was held by the Govern- | 


ment, no person would go forward and complete 
the canal to a point where it would render the 
stock valuable. If the stock was held on to, the 
canal would never be completed. And it would 
be unjust to expect the State of Maryland to go 
on and complete it, that the Government might 
reap the benefit of it. The Government, if it held 
the stock, should at least contribute to make it 
valuable. : 
Mr. WALKER rose to make some remarks on 
the bill; but, the morning hour having expired, 
the subject was laid on the table till to-morrow. 


THE OREGON QUESTION. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
resolution submitted by Mr. Sempce, in the fol- 
lowing words: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to give notice to the British Government that it is 
the desire of the Government of the United States to annul 
and abrogate the provisions of the third article of the con- 
vention concluded between the Government of the United 
States of America and his Britannic Majesty the King of 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, on the 
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of Ma- | claring a determination to assert and maintain our 
All the stock hel@ by all parties in this || 
great work was worth nothing to any person. | 





rights from fear of any Power abroad. 

He was surprised at the strain of sarcasm and 
irony which ran through the speech of the Senator 
from Massachusetts yesterday. He regretted it, as 
the object seemed to be to create the mirth, and not 
to excite the serious attention of the body to which 


it was addressed; and he could not help alluding 


j 


to that gentleman’s ill-timed ridicule in asking if 
we of the West were terrified at the dangers that 
would threaten us from the attacks of one thou- 
sand undisciplined trappers, which, according to 
him, was all the force England had in the Oregon 
country. He expected better from that honorable 
Senator than such a burlesque appeal, or, more 
properly speaking, underhand attack on the feel- 
ings of a great portion of his fellow-citizens—a 
portion who, in devotion to their country in pure 
and unpolluted patriotism, vied with any other 
portion in the Union. If a British peer had, by 
invitation, been admitted on the floor of that Cham- 
ber, and used such language, then he could have 


| appreciated it; but coming from a member of the 


j 


20th October, 1818. and indefinitely continued between || 


the same parties, signed at London on the 6th of August, 
3827. 


Mr. HANNEGAN considered himself bound 


i} 


to return his acknowledgments to the honorable | 
Senator from New Jersey for his kind courtesy | 


in yielding the floor, to which he was entitled 
from having occupied it on the adjournment 
yesterday evening. He would endeavor, in his 
remarks, to follow, as close as his recollection 
would enable him, the arguments used by the 
honorable and distinguished Senator from Mas- 


sachusetts, in his very able speech of yesterday; || 


which arguments, notwithstanding the admitted 
ability of the speaker, and the gifted display of 
talent in which they were clothed, resolved them- 
selves into the fact that every foot, nay, every 
inch, of the disputed country, every patch of 
land or water within 42° to 54° 40° of north lat- 
itude belonged to the United States; but that the 
United States must not dare to adopt the res- 
olution, lest, forsooth, by doing so, she should 
offend the majesty of Great Britain. No matter 
though the fact is not disputed of right and title 


not even to give notice of an intention to claim 
our own, but are meekly to await the pleasure of 
this mighty Power, now in possession of the 
whole, as to whether, in the course of time, we 
may be permitted, not to claim, but to sue re- 
spectfully for leave to occupy a part. 

The Senator from Massachusetts was not sat- 
isfied with the general form of the resolution, 
and, in that, he agreed with him; for he would 
prefer seeing it in the form in which, if it was 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations, 
he trusted it would be returned to the Senate— 
and that was in the form of a joint resolution. 
He did not present himself to the Senate to speak 
of the high and serious, and (as he thought) 
theoretical interests so forcibly dwelt on by the 


body, he could only regret it. But he would tell 
him, and tell the world, the people of the West 
were not terrified; they were not alarmed; they 


| knew not what terror, what alarm was. 


Mr. CHOATE explained, and said, previous 
to using the expressions quoted, he had exam- 
ined and disposed of the argument, whether Great 
Britain, if not disposed or interested in forward- 
ing agricultural interests in the Oregon, would 
offer resistance or annoyance to peaceable agricul- 
turists from the United States. } 
would not; and in using the words complained of, 
he was ridiculing the idea that the Hudson’s Bay 


|, Company could, even if disposed, prove any an- 


noyance, 
Mr. HANNEGAN was perfectly aware that it 


| was after that portion of his argument being dis- 
| posed of that the remarks were made; but it was 
not to be expected that he was to note down, and 


|| follow consecut'vely, every point made by him. 


| Mr. H. then proceeded to review the appeal made 


| by Mr. Cuoare to all the passions of the human 


| heart; his endeavor to enlist the sympathies of 


_ the Senators from Vermont and Rhode Island, in | 
describing the ruin that war would bring on the || 


woolen and iron trades. No matter about na- 
tional disgrace; suffer every indignity; but do not 
| go to war, except you can do itcheap. National 
_ honor, national glory, and national integrity, are, 


| with him, as nothing, when compared with cost. 
being ours; yet, fearful of giving offense, we are | 


Senator from Massachusetts, as depending on the | 


passage of this resolution; but he would, as he 
thought he had a right to do, speak of the sub- 
stantial interests involved in it—not to one, but 
to every section of the country. That Senator 


set out by expressing his great alarm at the course | 
ene in the remarks made by the honorable | 


enator from Missouri. Alarm at what? Alarm 
at this country giving a notice expressly provided 
for in the convention to which she was a con- 
tracting party, that the binding powers of such 
convention should cease it?—a simple notice 
whieh, if he understood the honorable Senator 
correctly, was described by him as a demonstra- 
tion of hostility on our part toward England. 
How could such construction be puton it? What 
was it more than a notice, which either party 
might give, to annul a simple contract entered 
into by both, with full power, en such notice 
given, for either side to break up? It would be 
mdeed a strange inconsistency if England as- 
sumed the right to go to war for no other reason 
than the receiving such notice; and still stranger 
would it be, if we were to be deterred from de- 


} 





According to this doctrine, if it cost too much, if 
it does not agree with the report of ways and 

| means, we must bow our necks submissively to 
the yoke. But that would not do for the people 
of America—a people who worshiped, with an 
idolatry of devotion, the honor and fame of their 
country, without distinction of party, or differ- 
ence of opinion; and who would (he, as one of 
their representatives, would stake his life and for- 
tune on it,) sooner than cling toa Union that 
would permit a sacrifice of national honor, by 
bending the knee to the god of gold, or even to 
the utopia of the honorable Senator from South 
Carolina. 

Suppose we were to surrender the territory, or 
half the territory north of the bank of the Colum- 
bia river, without reserve, to insatiable England: 
would we, by doing so, secure peace? If so, what 
would such peace be worth? History warned us 
that no nation ever purchased peace, that did not, 

in doing so, take the first step to inevitable de- 
| struction. Purchase one peace, and you will have 
to go on purchasing peace after peace, until your 
means become exhausted, and nothing will be 
| left but to wipe from the map of the world the 
_ name of a people who were base enough to barter 
their honor for ease, their unblemished character 
for inglorious and degrading peace. How widely 
must the sentiments of those advocating such a 
| course contrast with that noble sentiment, graven 
on the heart of every true American, ‘* Millions 
for defense, not one cent for tribute.’’ 

Talking of cost reminded him whenever the 
peculiar interests of any portion of the constit- 
uents of those acting with the honorable Senator 
from Massachusetts was interfered with, or pro- 
posed to beinterfered with by legislative action, 
then that Chamber resounded with loud and im- 
passioned appeals against such policy; but when 
the declination—it might be termed the total ruin 

| --of the American fur trade in Oregon, brought 


|| title being ours indisputably, we havin 


ee 


He proved they | 
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on by the unjust occupation and encroachm,.. 

| of the British, was described by the honorable 

Senator from Mississippi, not one word 
heard from those eloquent and patriotic gen) 
men on behaif of their suffering fellow-citizens 

Mr. H. returned to the real question, It o 
conceded by ail that the title was ours, Gends 
men opposed to the resolution did not den i. 
Then the question narrowed itself down, Mh 
| period no use for that portion of country, he 
_& joint use or occupation in it to Great Britain 
| reserving to ourselves the right, on giving 8 cer. 
tain notice, to annul such agreement. This is 
the whole case; and who will affirm that giyj 
such notice is a belligerent action on our part, o 
| that itisinformal or unkind? Who will Bay even 
| that it is uncalled for, when the voice of the peo. 
ple of the mighty West demands the occupation 
_ of that land by its true and proper owners? ‘Try 
and proper owners, fully as much as we are of an 
| other portion of the American Republic. Thoge 
| who advocate negotiation have not, perhaps, cop. 
sidered that Great Britain can lose nothing & 
delay. They should recollect that; and the 
should recollect further, that hesitation on oy; 
part will be taken to imply a self-doubt of ou, 
| utle, or of our ability to maintain it. 

Notwithstanding the force of the argument of 
'the gentleman from Massachusetts to the con. 
trary, it was established that England was de. 
termined to hold and protect what she had; ang 
further proof of that determination was not needed 
than her own act of Parliament, from which the 
| Senator from Missouri read an extract yesterday, 
| showing her enacting laws, civil and criminal, to 
extend over the whole country. She advances, 
while we hesitate to move. Our increasing emi- 
‘gration to the territory demanded immediate 
measures on the part of Government. Oar peo- 
ple asked, and should obtain, protection mae 
|| curity. Along the extent of the valley of the 
Columbia would rise their villages; on its banks 
would border their farms; over its hillsand through 
its vales would browse their flocks and herds; 
daily would their prosperity and wealth increase; 
and for what?) Why, in the event of not bring- 
ing the question to an issue, and of England per- 
sisting in her claims, to add to the overgorged and 
ill-gotten capital of Great Britain, at the sacrifice 
of the lives and property of American citizens. 
Delay action longer, and when forced to it here- 
_after, the first victims will be those noble and 
| gallant souls who have pioneered the way. The 
| honorable Senator from Massachusetts dwelt long 
| on, not the wish, but the almost determination of 
| England to preserve peace and amity within the 
eee of Oregon; and still more strongly did 
| he dwell on the happiness and peace enjoyed by 
American citizens now residing there. But he 
would scarcely have done so had he been in his 
place to see the petition presented to the Senate, 
complaining of the grievances to which they were 
subject, and signed by many whom the honorable 
Senator from Missouri vouched for as citizens of 
well known worth and probity. To give a differ- 
ent (and, he believed, a far more correct) view of 
the case, he would read from a Montreal paper 
an article which went far to disprove the accuracy 
of the honorable Senator’s assertions of the peace- 
able and friendly intentions of England. 

Mr. H. here read an extract which, after allud- 
ing to the feeling at Washington on this question, 
went on to say that ‘they [the British] would 
make a small meal of the troops of the free and 
enlightened,’’ and further gave the saying of an 
old Indian, pointing toa party of bold adventurers 
| from America making their way up the Columbia 
| 





j 


river, that ‘the crows would soon pick their 
| eyes out.”? True, they died, no one knew how— 
1 no one knew where. ‘This bloody and atrocious 
prophecy was fulfilled. This, from a Bri 
| paper, he placed besides the assertion of the hon- 
_ orable Senator from Massachusetts ; and he asked 
| which was to be taken for truth, He stated with 
| authority, that already more than four or five hun- 
dred of these noble and gallant spirits have thus 
perished ignominiously, many of them the per 
sonal friends.and associates of the honorable 
Senator from Missouri. And he asked, would 
the Government, would the Senate, respond 
_ such appeals as facts like these carried with them, 
| by retiring downeast, and with timid steps, lest 
(they might give offense to haughty 
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